Horse Judging Resources

Practice Videos for Judging:
http://animalscience.tamu.edu/academics/equine/online-judging/archives/index.htm
Preparing Reasons

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/4h056
Live Example of Reasons

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9rBr_Kun1Y
List of Resources from Maryland 4-H

http://www.4hhorse.umd.edu/resources/horsejudging.html
Yearling Halter Class – Comparison between animals and why

http://www.equisearch.com/horses_care/health/anatomy/yearlingconformation_122805/
How to Judge Manual

http://www.uky.edu/Ag/AnimalSciences/pubs/asc118.pdf
What to look for:
Halter horses are evaluated on correctness and balance.  There are several resources above to use as examples.  Riding horses in pleasure classes are evaluated on their training and movement.  Riding horses should be quiet, calm and have consistent speeds and consistent headsets.  This is the same for pleasure driving horses.  Judging classes are sometimes also on the rider or driver (equitation, horsemanship, reinsmanship).  These classes are then judged on the riders position in the saddle and their correctness of their form and use of the reins.  Most judging classes are on the horse however, not the handler.

Horse Judging Protocol (typical – some variations)
-exhibitors will be facing the bleachers or with their backs towards the horses as they enter the arena.

-horses are set up

-exhibitors are then able to turn around and begin judging horses staying on one side on the outside of a coned square (the horses are turned ¼ turn all the way around so that the exhibitors are able to see all angles of the horses)

-exhibitors take notes on the horses at a stand still

-after an allotted time horses retire to one end of the square and walk a square and trot a square so the exhibitors can see the horses track. (it is best to position yourself on the corners so that you can see two angles of the horse tracking.)

-horses are then set back up in the middle of the square and a time is offered for close inspection where exhibitors can walk in-between the horses and inside the cones for any last minute decisions.

-You will be told to mark your cards and hand them in. 

-There is absolutely NO TALKING at any time during the competition and make sure you keep your eyes on your own cards. 

