Clark County 4-H Leaders Federation Standing Rules
I. Youth Participation in 4-H
A.
No person shall, on the grounds of race, color, national origin, sex, handicap status, religion, or political affiliation, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any aspect of the Clark County 4-H Leaders Federation, including, but not limited to, all programs and activities.

II. Age Requirements
When filling out enrollment forms in the fall use your age as of January 1 of the following year.

A. Entry level age - Kindergarten as October 1st (current school year)
B. Upper age level - member may continue through grade 13 (one year past high school graduation).

C.
Youth in Kindergarten – 2nd grade may join the Cloverbud program; however, years in the Cloverbud program do not count as years in 4-H.  Cloverbuds enroll in the Cloverbud project.

D.
Youth in 3rd – 4th grade enroll as Explorers.  4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board recommends that 3rd grade Explorers enter in Exploring and up to two additional 4-H projects.

III.
Membership
A. Youth may participate in the Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development program through: 

1) Membership in a 4-H club 

2) Participation in a special interest/activity/group/program sponsored by UW-Extension 

B.  Additional participation options may be offered at county discretion: 

1) Affiliation with an organized 4-H project 

2) School enrichment 

3) There may be extenuating circumstances where independent and family memberships would be warranted. The circumstances should be carefully reviewed and granted sparingly as an exception. Independent and family memberships should not ordinarily be allowed when the potential exists for organizing or joining a multi-family, community-based 4-H club. If a county chooses to grant a family or independent membership status, there should be a clear statement of expectations for those members, including an educational plan and participation in community service. Individual and family memberships are not eligible for recognition as a tax exempt entity. 

C. All members must abide by all Wisconsin 4-H Youth Development Policies and Clark County 4-H Standing Rules.
D. All members must abide by their club rules, bylaws or constitution. 
IV.
Enrollment Guidelines
Enrollments, changes of membership and/or projects are not official until accepted in the UW-Extension office.  Must be in the UW Extension office by designated deadline.

A.
November 15 - deadline for re-enrollments.

E. April 1 - Deadline for new members to join 4-H and still be able to exhibit at the county fair (Junior Division), and to participate in 4-H volleyball and softball tournaments.

F. After April 1 – able to join 4-H but will not be allowed to exhibit at the county fair (Junior Division) or participate in 4-H volleyball and softball tournaments.

G. APRIL 1 - Last date to change (add or drop) a project

H. No one may switch enrollment status once fair entries are submitted to the UW-Extension office
I. Project Requirements
J. All members, excluding Cloverbuds, may take the maximum number of projects as stated in the fair book.

K. Records should be kept for each project and entered in member’s record book.

L. To exhibit at the county fair, members must follow the guidelines stated for each individual department in the fair premium book.

M. All members enrolled in animal projects must follow the guidelines for educational session requirements, animal health requirements, and any other rules that guide the project.
VI.
Recommendations for a Rewarding 4-H Year
N. Be an active 4-H member.

O. Enroll in and successfully complete 4-H projects.  Exhibit projects at the Clark County Fair.
P. 4-H club members - Submit their record book to the leader of their 4-H club.  The leader will submit quality recordbooks to the county Awards Committee for county awards consideration.

4-H non-club members - Submit their record book to the UW-Extension Office, 4-H Agent will forward to County Awards committee.

Q. Members 11 years and older are encouraged to complete Member Evaluation (M.E.) Form and apply for state and national awards and trips.

R. Do work according to the best information available.

S. Serve on committees to which you are appointed or volunteer.

T. Read the 4-H newsletter and be aware of upcoming events.

U. Be an activity participant in club and/or county activities and events (since 4-H is more than projects.)

V. Complete what you have started.

VII.
Awards Program
W. Member Evaluation (M.E.) Awards and Trips:

1.
Members must be at least 11 years of age as of January 1 of the year receiving award.  (Someone could be 11 when they apply in the fall, if they were going to be 12 by January 1.)

2. Members may only receive the same award or trip once (with the exception of In-State/Inter-State trips).

3. Additional rules may be specified for each award or trip.

4. Financial support for award trips will be reviewed on an annual basis by the 4-H Leaders Federation Board
VIII.
Situations for 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board
X. Situations for required 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board action
5. Persons accused of any of the following while participating in a club, county, state or national   4-H related activity will be required to appear before the 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board:
(
illegal possession or use of drugs or alcoholic products

(
theft, misuse, or abuse of public or personal property

(
sexual misconduct

(
unauthorized absence from the premises of the event

(
violation of federal, state, or municipal law

Other relevant parties may appear with the individual

6. If the accused individual is found to be in violation of the above, he/she will be suspended from participation in club, county, state, or national 4-H activities for a period of up to twelve months.

Y. Situations for Possible 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board Action

7. Persons accused of any of the following while participating in a club, county, state, or national
4-H activity may be required to appear before the 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board:
(
breaking curfew or disturbing the peace

(
un-excused absence from the activities of the event

(
unauthorized use of vehicles during the event

(
use of tobacco products

(
participation by his/her willful presence at secretive events where people are using tobacco, alcohol, or unauthorized drugs

Other relevant parties may appear with the individual.

8. When a 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board meeting is held, the accused individual will be notified and asked to appear.  If the individual is found by the 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board to be in violation of any of the above and disciplinary action is recommended he/she may be suspended from participating in club, county, state, or national 4-H activities for a period of up to twelve months.

C.
Appeals Procedure

If an individual wishes to appeal the decision of the 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board, the member must appeal in writing to the President of the 4-H Leaders Federation and the 4-H Youth Development Agent through his/her county Extension Office within ten (10) days following notification of disciplinary action to be taken.

IX.
Expectations of Youth Participants
Z. Youth are required to complete and return their annual enrollment form to the UW-Extension office.  This form covers participation in club, county, state, or national 4-H sponsored events.

AA. Expectations of Adult Participants
AB. Volunteers are required to successfully complete the Volunteer Orientation.  The program includes a volunteer application form which authorizes a records check for convictions related to child safety; participation in a volunteer orientation session, and signing volunteer behavior guidelines.  Volunteers accused of violating the behavior guidelines may be requested to appear before the 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board.  Failure to comply with any of these behavior guidelines may be reason for termination of a volunteer.

XI.
Amendments
AC. The Executive Board of the Clark County 4-H Leaders Federation may make amendments or additions to the Standing Rules for 4-H.  Membership will be notified of the changes and the date they will be discussed through the 4-H newsletter or in a letter to organizational leader(s).

XII.
Dissolution of 4-H Club
AD. Upon dissolution any 4-H Club with assets must turn over those funds to a recognized 4-H club or group with the approval of the Clark County 4-H Leaders Federation Executive Board and the County 4-H Youth Development Agent.
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