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EXTENSION 

This newsletter is mailed to approximately 1,400 farmers and agriculture businesses in Central Wisconsin at a cost of .70 per newsletter.  County 

budgets are tight and each department has been asked to reduce expenses.  If you would like to view the Extension Views newsletter on-line versus 

receiving a paper copy please contact the UW-Extension Office at 715-743-5121 / valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us.  You can view the newsletter on our 

webpage at:  https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/  Thank you for considering this option! 

Contact Us 

Extension Clark County  
517 Court Street, Room 104  

Neillsville, WI  54456 
715-743-5121 

 

Richard Halopka,  
Senior Outreach Specialist  
richard.halopka@wisc.edu  

 
Matthew Lippert, Associate Professor,  

Dairy and Livestock Agent  
matthew.lippert@wisc.edu  
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%ØÔÅÎÓÉÏÎ #ÌÁÒË #ÏÕÎÔÙ 3ÅÎÉÏÒ /ÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ 

It was about August 1, and the farmers question was, ά{ƘƻǳƭŘ L ǎǇǊŀȅ Ŧǳƴπ
ƎƛŎƛŘŜ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎƻȅōŜŀƴǎέΚ I asked the farmerΣ άWhat are your concerns?έ  
The farmer responded, άWell our weather pattern has some foggy morn-
ings and IΩm concerned IΩll get white mold in my soybeans.έ  

OK, this proves you need to ask more questions to answer a question.  

First, have you scouted your soybean crop? Response, no. OK, now I can 
begin to answer the question. You need to scout your soybean crop and 
identify disease issues that may be currently present in the crop. If fungus 
symptoms are identified on plants, it may be beneficial to apply protection 
in the form of a fungicide. Remember fungicides will only protect the 
plants from a fungus, not a bacteria or virus. 

Second, White mold, it is too late to spray your soybeans for white mold as 
that needs to happen earlier when plants are at R1 stage of development. 
Currently your plants are probably at R5 and a fungicide will provide little 
or no protection against white mold because white mold infection occurs 
at R1 development stage or first flower. 

Recommending a fungicide application can only be done after scouting the 
field and reviewing weather conditions to determine if there can be an 
economical return to the cost of the protection and if disease is present at 
a rate to cause economical loss.  

This is a good question, but as a farmer, you will need to understand how 
the disease or vector in your field attacks the plants and when is the best 
time to apply a control. As farm managers and agriculture professionals, 
we must identify the cause of a symptom present in a field. An injury on a 
plant could be a disease, injury from insect, or a nutrient deficiency. Many 
times the injury may look similar.            

It is important to scout your fields during the growing season. Just applying 
pesticides is not always economical and beneficial to a crop and it may just 
be an added expense. By scouting your fields, you will have some history 
on your farm that will allow you to make good decisions moving forward. If 
you know your weed, disease, insect, and soil nutrients history of a field, 
you as the farm manager can make better decisions when selecting seed 
for the next season to purchase varieties and hybrids with resistance to 
problems you have had in the past.   

If you need help developing a scouting program for your farm contact your 
agronomy professional or your county agriculture educator. Alternatively, 
email me at richard.halopka@wisc.edu for more information.   

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/
mailto:richard.halopka@wisc.edu


 

Page 2 

Reminder from FSA:  

 Yield updates must be completed by September 30, 2020. 

It is well documented that dairy cattle are changing over time.  Most of the change is for the better as we use selection, DHI 

records, AI, Embryo Transfer, sexed semen, IVF and other technologies to improve the dairy herd.  The Council for Dairy Cattle 

Breeding updates the base to account for these changes every 5 years.  If they did not do that there would be animals that 

would be reported as positive for traits that would actually be well below the current population.  It is confusing at the time of 

change as we have to adjust our standards when we look at genetic information.  Some important traits have a negative corre-

lation with reproduction, fertility traits are an example.  In Holsteins because of the large population there has been improve-

ment in all traits, even those that have a negative correlation.  In some of the other breeds, not every trait has improved, but 

overall the current population is more productive and healthier than it was 5 years ago. 

DŜƴŜǝŎ ¢ǊŜƴŘ ƛƴ 5ŀƛǊȅ /ŀǧƭŜ 

aŀǧ [ƛǇǇŜǊǘ /ƭŀǊƪ /ƻΦ 5ŀƛǊȅ ŀƴŘ [ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ !ƎŜƴǘ 
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USDA Announces More Eligible Commodities for CFAP and Deadline Extension 

 

Application Deadline Extended to Sept. 11, and Producers Who Have Approved Applications to Receive Final Payments 

The UDSA has approved additional commodities to be covered by the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP) in response to 

public comments and data. Additionally, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is extending the deadline to apply for the pro-

gram to September 11th, and producers with approved applications will receive their final payment. 

Background: 

The following additional commodities are now eligible for CFAP: 

Specialty Crops - aloe leaves, bananas, batatas, bok choy, carambola (star fruit), cherimoya, chervil (french parsley), citron, curry 

leaves, daikon, dates, dill, donqua (winter melon), dragon fruit (red pitaya), endive, escarole, filberts, frisee, horseradish, kohlrabi, kum-

quats, leeks, mamey sapote, maple sap (for maple syrup), mesculin mix, microgreens, nectarines, parsley, persimmons, plantains, pome-

granates, pummelos, pumpkins, rutabagas, shallots, tangelos, turnips/celeriac, turmeric, upland/winter cress, water cress, yauti a/

malanga, and yuca/cassava. 

Non-Specialty Crops and Livestock - liquid eggs, frozen eggs and all sheep. Only lambs and yearlings (sheep less than two years old) 

were previously eligible.  

Aquaculture - catfish, crawfish, largemouth bass and carp sold live as foodfish, hybrid striped bass, red drum, salmon, sturgeon, tilap-

ia, trout, ornamental/tropical fish, and recreational sportfish. 

Nursery Crops and Flowers - nursery crops and cut flowers. 

 

Other changes to CFAP include: 

Seven commodities é onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts and watermelons é are now eligible for Coronavirus 

Aid, Relief, and Economic Stability (CARES) Act funding for sales losses. Originally, these commodities were only eligible for payments 

on marketing adjustments. 

Correcting payment rates for onions (green), pistachios, peppermint, spearmint, walnuts, and watermelons. 

 

Additional details can be found in the Federal Register in the Notice of Funding Availability and Final Rule Correction and at 

www.farmers.gov/cfap.  

 

Producers Who Have Applied: 

To ensure availability of funding, producers with approved applications initially received 80 percent of their payments. The Farm Ser-

vice Agency (FSA) will automatically issue the remaining 20 percent of the calculated payment to eligible producers. Going forward, 

producers who apply for CFAP will receive 100 percent of their total payment, not to exceed the payment limit, when their applica-

tions are approved. 

 

Applying for CFAP: 

Producers, especially those who have not worked with FSA previously, are recommended to call 877-508 -8364 to begin the applica-

tion process. An FSA staff member can help producers start their application during the phone call. 

 

On farmers.gov/cfap, producers can: 

¶ Download the AD-3114 application form and manually complete the form to submit to their local USDA Service Center by mail, 

electronically or by hand delivery to their local office or office drop box. 

¶ Complete the application form using the CFAP Application Generator and Payment Calculator. This Excel workbook allows custom-

ers to input information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the application form, which can be 

printed, then signed and submitted to their local USDA Service Center.  

If producers have login credentials known as eAuthentication, they can use the online CFAP Application Portal to certify eligible com-

modities online, digitally sign applications and submit directly to the local USDA Service Center.   

All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information, can be downloaded from farm-

ers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely already on file.  

Dje |px lopz:  

Ljlf Topzgmblft, Np uzp dpzt ibyf 

f{bdum| uif tbnf qbwfso pg tqputò 

opU fyfo jefoujdbm uzjot! 

AN ACRE OF CORN WILL GIVE OFF 

4,000 GALLONS OF WATER PER DAY IN 

EVAPORATION. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-17781.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-17780.pdf
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap
https://www.farmers.gov/cfap/
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/
http://www.farmers.gov/cfap/
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End of  Year Alfalfa  Management 
Dan Undersander, Forage Agronomist and Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
It is hard to think about getting ready for winter when temperatures are 80

o
F but that is what we should be doing if we 

want to improve winter survival and next springôs alfalfa yield.  
 First, we should think about managing alfalfa root carbohydrate levels for winter since now is the time we can influence 
them.  The alfalfa plant uses carbohydrates stored in the root to regrow after cutting (Figure 1).  Typically, root carbohydrates are 
drawn down for approximately 2 weeks after cutting, at which time the plant is large enough to produce enough carbohydrates to 
continue growth and replenish root reserves for the next regrowth cycle.  Root carbohydrate concentration is maximized at full 
bloom.  Cutting at the bud stage results in as much as a 25% decrease in root carbohydrate storage.  High summer tempera-
tures can further reduce root carbohydrate concentration due to increased plant respiration.  
 Thus, if all cuttings of alfalfa are taken at 28-day intervals or at bud stage, root carbohydrate content is replenished to a 
lesser extent after each cutting (preferably 3

rd
 or 4

th
) go to flower to rebuild stand condition by increasing root carbohydrate lev-

els.  This is still a good idea for conventional alfalfa to improve winter survival and increase yield for 1
st
 cutting next year. 

 It is important to point out ï if one is growing HarvXtraÈ alfalfa and harvesting on a 35-day schedule or longer, the need 
for a delayed 3

rd
 or 4

th
 cutting is not necessary since more carbohydrates are placed back into roots with the longer harvest inter-

val at each cutting.  Trials have shown better winter survival and more rapid spring greenup form 35-day cutting intervals of 
HarvXtraÈ compared to continuous 28-day cutting intervals. 
 Secondly, we should think about fall (actually late-summer) fertilization to replace nutrients removed by alfalfa forage.  
Each ton of alfalfa dry matter removes approximately 14 lbs of phosphate (P2O5), 55 lbs of potash (K2O), and 6 lbs of sulfur.  
Most dairy farms apply sufficient manure to supply enough phosphorus.  However, we must pay attention to potassium in the 
optimum range, then only apply potassium and sulfur to replace that removed by the forage.  Multiply the tons of alfalfa (dry mat-
ter) harvested per acre this year by 55 lbs potash and 6 lbs sulfur to determine late-summer fertilizer application.  Remember to 
apply 1 lb/ac boron annually.  The late-summer fertilization will provide adequate potassium to enhance winter survival and for 
growth of 1

st
 cutting next year.  Late-summer fertilizer application should occur about September 1. 

 Thirdly, check fields for weeds and decide whether or not a fall application of herbicide would be beneficial.  Alfalfa is 
competitive with many weeds if a dense stand is present, but winter-annual weeds can be especially problematic.  They grow 
later in the fall and start growing early in the spring to cause stand thinning. 
 Some weeds such as chickweed, can be highly competitive with alfalfa, causing stand loss and maturing ahead of alfalfa 
to lower the quality of 1

st
 cutting.  Heavy infestations of chickweed can also delay drying due to the high weed moisture content. 

WEED OF THE MONTH: GIANT RAGWEED 

 

Many farmers are concerned in Clark County with herbicide resistant Water hemp, but another weed is pushing to be noticed so letΩs re-
view giant ragweed as it is developing into a problem in the county. 

Giant ragweed is a native forb that is a member of the Sunflower family. Giant ragweed is currently a concern because herbicide resistant 
plants have been found in Wisconsin. Giant ragweed is also a common cause of hay fever.    

Giant ragweed is an annual plant that reproduces from seed, develops a taproot; the stem may have a reddish color, and will grow to the 
height of 13 feet. Giant ragweed will have opposite large lobed leaves 
with a greenish-yellow cluster spike flower.  

Giant ragweed will accumulate nitrates which will contribute to ni-
trate poisoning, and the foliage is very unpalatable. The seed will be 
consumed by birds and other wildlife.  

In addition to the concern of herbicide resistance, giant ragweed is an 
aggressively growing weed that can invade row crop fields, road 
ditches, farm steads, and other waste areas producing over 10,000 
seeds per plant.  

Mowing, pulling, tillage, and herbicides are forms of control before a 
plant develops seed will reduce giant ragweed populations. If you 
have seen this weed please to action to prevent the spread of the 
weed on your farm or homestead.  

       

    Picture from OSU education 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BE SAFE AT ALL TIMES ON THE 

FARM, ESPECIALLY DURING THE BUSY FALL HARVEST 
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Western Bean Cutworm Survey in Clark County 2020 

 

From June 15, 2020 to August 20, 2020, four insect traps were set for collection of the moth flights for Western Bean Cutworm moths. This year there were some high 

number moth flights.  

The four sites and the numbers collected over the past eight weeks are: 

Dorchester     71 moths 

Curtiss     107 moths 

Loyal     80 moths 

Granton     152 moths 

So should farmers be concerned in Clark County? Maybe. The numbers are low and they peaked 

after corn had tasseled. So what can I expect? The larvae will emerge from an egg mass that will 

turn from white to tannish to purple on the flag leaf and then emerge. From laying to hatching 

will take about 7 days. 

 Unlike earworms, that will cannibalize, you may have multiple larvae on an ear of corn that may 

cause considerable damage. Economic impact may be in sweet corn, but watch for the egg masses and larvae. As mentioned numbers were low even though higher than 

past years. A control will not be a plan for 2020.  

HerculexÊ traited seed corn will provide control of the larvae. An insecticide would only be needed if greater than 4% of plants have egg masses before tasseling.  

This article is to make farmers aware of the insect and when you are out in the field, you may be able to identify the larvae.  

If you find some larvae feeding on your corn, contact an agronomy professional or you county agriculture educator to identify the larvae or email rich-

ard.halopka@wisc.edu .       

        Picture compliments of  Purdue University  

Midwestern Hemp Database Project Seeks Grower Participation  

Are you a hemp grower? Would you like publicly accessible evaluation tools and variety performance information? There is also the         

possibility for discounted cannabinoid testing in exchange for data sharing.  Rock River Laboratory, Inc. and Pride Analytics and Consulting 

are teaming up with the University of Illinois Extension, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Michigan State University Extension and Purdue 

University Extension to develop a hemp database, but they need your help to collect useful seed, plant growth, and quality data.   

  —–———-———————————————————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

There is no publicly available seed collections of hemp (/ŀƴƴŀōƛǎ {ŀǝǾŀ) in the United States after previous collections were destroyed when 

the government never expected hemp would return as a crop. However, this prohibition has now effectively ended. 

The Hemp Farming Act, part of the 2018 Farm Bill, removed hemp, previously labeled a Schedule 1 narcotic, from the Controlled Substances 

Act of 1970. Now that hemp is once again federally legal to grow there is a great need to develop a new seed bank so researchers and 

breeders can produce high quality and high yielding cultivars that are regionally adaptive. 

Despite active efforts to kill feral hemp populations throughout the Midwest, there are still large standing populations.  Collecting seeds 

from these populations will be key to the success of the hemp industry in he United States. 

If you are aware of any feral hemp populations, please contact Dr. Shelby Ellison of the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Ellison will 

send along collection instructions or make arrangements to collect seeds. 

Please Contact:  Shelby Ellison, PhD Department of Horticulture / University of Wisconsin-Madison 

     1575 Linden Dr. / Madison, WI 53703 / 715-570-0217 / slrepinski@wisc.edu 

Wanted  

Feral Hemp aka άDitch Weedέ 

***Collecting seeds from feral hemp populations will be key to the success of the 

hemp industry in the United States.*** 

mailto:richard.halopka@wisc.edu
mailto:richard.halopka@wisc.edu
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Non-Enclosed Manure Storage Safety Tips 

  
LƴƧǳǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǝŜǎ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŬƴŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ 
ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊǎΤ ƻǊ ōŜƭƻǿ-ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǳƳǇ ƻǳǘ ǇƛǘǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƴƻƴ-ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ŜŀǊǘƘŜƴΣ ǎȅƴǘƘŜǝŎ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ 
ƭƛƴŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜǎΦ bƻƴ-ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜ ōǳǘ Ƴŀȅ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŬπ
ƴƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴŬƴŜŘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ 
ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎΦ 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΣ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

¶ ! ǘƘƛŎƪ ƭƛǉǳƛŘ ŀƴŘ ƅƻŀǝƴƎ ŎǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎΣ ōǳƻȅŀƴŎȅΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘΦ 

¶ {ǘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊȅ ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŘƛŶŎǳƭǘ ƻǊ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 

¶ !ƴ ŀŎŎŜƭŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ƎŀǎŜǎ όǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜǘƘŀƴŜΣ ƘȅŘǊƻƎŜƴ ǎǳƭŬŘŜΣ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƳƳƻƴƛŀύ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ 
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƎƛǘŀǝƻƴΣ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭΣ ƻǊ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΦ 

¶ [ƻŎŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƭŀȅŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ƎŀǎŜǎ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ƘƻǘΣ ƘǳƳƛŘ Řŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻ ōǊŜŜȊŜΦ 

¶ bƻǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎǳŶŎƛŜƴǘ ƻȄȅƎŜƴ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƛŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ΨǘǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘΦ 

¶ ! ǎƭƻǿ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀŎǝƻƴǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜ ƛǎƻƭŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǘŜƴŜǎǎΦ 

¶ tƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΦ 
{ŀŦŜǘȅ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΥ 

¶ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƴŜŀǊ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀȊŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎȅƳǇǘƻƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŜũŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ IŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

¶ 9ȄǇƭƻǎƛǾŜ Ǝŀǎ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜǧƭŜ ƛƴ ǇƻŎƪŜǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƎƛǘŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎΦ bƻ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΣ ƻǇŜƴ ƅŀƳŜǎ ƻǊ ǎǇŀǊƪǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘΦ 

¶ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ŦŜƴŎŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ƎŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳƴŀǳǘƘƻǊπ
ƛȊŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

¶ tƻǎǘ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎ ƘŀȊŀǊŘ ǎƛƎƴǎ ŀƴŘ ά5ŀƴƎŜǊ aŀƴǳǊŜ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜέ ƻǊ ά5ŀƴƎŜǊ YŜŜǇ hǳǘΣέ ƻǊ ά5ŀƴƎŜǊ YŜŜǇ 
!ǿŀȅΣέ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǎƛŘŜǎ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΦ LŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƎŀǘŜǎΦ 

¶ YŜŜǇ ōȅǎǘŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-ŜǎǎŜƴǝŀƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻƴ-ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǳƳǇ 
ƻǳǘ ƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ 

¶ ²ŜŀǊ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ƘŀǊƴŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜ-ƭƛƴŜ ŀǧŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǎŀŦŜƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƻǊ ŀƴŎƘƻǊ ŀǘ ŀƴȅ ǝƳŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƴƻƴ-
ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΦ LŦ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŀƭ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΦ 

¶ bŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǳƳƳƻƴ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊπ
ŀƎŜΦ 

¶ aƻǾŜ ǎƭƻǿƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǳƴŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ōŜ ǳƴŜǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘǊƛǇ ƻǊ ǎǘǳƳōƭŜΦ 

¶ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǎƘǳǘ-Řƻǿƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦ 

¶ LŦ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƭŦǳƴŎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƎƛǘŀǝƴƎ ƻǊ ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜΣ ǎƘǳǘ ŀƭƭ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƻũ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ƛǘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜǇŀƛǊƛƴƎΦ 

¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƻǊ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΤ ǿŀƛǘ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŎǝƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ŀ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊ ƻǊ ŦŀǊƳ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǝƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘƛƴƎΦ 

¶ .Ŝ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ фмм ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ŀŎŎǳπ
ǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƛŎǝƳǎΦ 
!ŘŀǇǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ hǇŜƴ !ƛǊ aŀƴǳǊŜ {ǘƻǊŀƎŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ƛǇǎΣ tŜƴƴ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ WǳƴŜ нлмнΦ !ǳǘƘƻǊǎΥ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ WΦ aǳǊǇƘȅΣ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ {ŀŦŜǘȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ 
!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΤ wƻōŜǊǘ aŜƛƴŜƴΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΣ !ƴƛƳŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ 5ŀǾƛǎ 9Φ IƛƭƭΣ {ŜƴƛƻǊ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜΣ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎΦ 
¦² aŀŘƛǎƻƴΣ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎΥ 
/ƘŜǊȅƭ ! {ƪƧƻƭŀŀǎΣ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ŀŦŜǘȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ ¦² /¢w ŦƻǊ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭǘƘΤ  5ŀǾƛŘ YŀƳƳŜƭΣ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ 5Ŝπ
ǎƛƎƴ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΤ .Ǌƛŀƴ IƻƭƳŜǎΣ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ CŀǊƳǎǘŜŀŘ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΤ ŀƴŘ wŜōŜŎŎŀ [ŀǊǎƻƴΣ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ .ƛƻ-²ŀǎǘŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 
tƘƻǘƻ /ǊŜŘƛǘǎΥ /ƘŜǊȅƭ !Φ {ƪƧƻƭŀŀǎ ŀƴŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ IƻƭƳŜǎΦ 
!ǳƎǳǎǘΣ нлмс 

 

Agitation accelerates the release of hazardous 
gases. Employees should know the signs and 
symptoms of these gases. 

OSHA requires warning signs to be post-
ed in English but a recommended safety 
practice is to post in additional language 
based on your workforce. 

 

https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/agsafety/files/2012/09/Open-Pit-Picture2.jpg
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/agsafety/files/2012/09/Spanish-and-English-Danger-Signs1.jpg
https://fyi.extension.wisc.edu/agsafety/files/2012/09/Manure-Pit-Agitator2.jpg
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Dairy Situation and Outlook, August 19, 2020 
By Bob Cropp, Professor Emeritus, University of Wisconsin Cooperative Extension, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

  
In mid-April on the CME 40-pound cheddar blocks were $1.00 per pound. But prices rallied with blocks setting a new record in June at $2.81 
per pound and continued to increase setting another record at $3.00 per pound on July 13th. But $3.00 per pound lasted just one day with 
prices falling ever since. Blocks were $2.2350 per pound the end of July and averaged $2.6466 for the month. Cheddar barrels were also a 
low of $1.00 per pound in April, reach $2.425 in June and $2.465 in July but fell to $2.235 the end of July averaging $2.408 for the month. 
These price changes resulted in the Class III price to increase from $12.14 in May to $21.04 in June and $24.54 in July. 
  

Unfortunately, milk prices are headed lower with the August Class III around $19.45 and possibly heading to the ϷмсΩs for the reminder of 
the year. Both 40-pound cheddar blocks and cheddar barrels have weakened considerably. The 40-pound cheddar blocks got as low as $1.58 
per pound and are now $1.71. Cheddar barrels are now $1.375. Unless prices strengthen some Class III could fall below $16. Current Class III 
September futures are $15.41. What has changed since June and July to result in lower cheese prices? On the supply side milk production 
declined 0.5% in May and was up just 0.8% in June as dairy cooperatives implemented base excess plans on their producers. But dairy pro-
ducers have responded to the higher milk prices in May and June. July milk production was 1.5% higher than a year ago. After cow numbers 
declined for 4 months July cow numbers increased by 2,000 head and were 0.4% higher than a year ago. Milk per cow improved being 1.1% 
higher than a year ago. 
  

But several things happened on the demand side. The bright spot is home consumption of dairy products has and continues to run well 
above year ago levels. Restaurants partially reopened and there was a need to buy cheese and replenish their stocks. But in July the surge in 
the coronavirus resulted in restaurants being instructed to cut back on their openings. It also looks like food service will be negatively im-
pacted as many schools and colleges open this fall with virtual learning, high school and college fall sports being cancelled, professional 
sports to have no fans in the stands and conferences and other major events being cancelled. These moves hurt beverage milk, cheese and 
butter sales. Under the Farmers to Families Food Box program that operated from May 15th to June 30th the government purchased a lot of 
cheese. The second round of Farmers to Families Food Box program is operating from July 1 to August 31st but the amount of cheese pur-
chased will be reduced. 
  
Demand was also boasted by higher dairy exports in May and June. With the exception of butter nonfat dry milk/slim milk powder and 
cheese were below world market prices in May and early June. World customers took advantage of these lower prices and increased pur-
chases. May dairy product exports were the most in two years with record exports of nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder, improved exports of 
cheese and whey products. June exports were up 28% by volume from a year ago. Cheese exports were a record for any given month, nonfat 
dry milk/skim milk powder exports were up 77%, butterfat exports 15% higher and total whey products 8% higher with dry whey 41% higher 
as China purchases more whey products as they restock their swine herd following last yearΩs African Swine Fever outbreak. But July exports 
may have been lower, particularly for cheese as June and July prices were well above world prices. 
  
There remains a lot of uncertainty as to where milk prices are headed for the remainder of the year and for next year. Until the coronavirus 
comes much more under control and things return more to normal the demand for dairy products will be depressed. Dairy exports could 
continue to do fairly well as U.S. prices have now come more competitive with world prices. Also, world milk production in other major ex-
porters continues to increase at a relatively slow rate which could give U.S. opportunities for more exports. But with the worldwide spread 
of the coronavirus there is a concern worldwide recession could dampen demand. The level of U.S. milk production will a be very important. 
USDA is forecasting 2021 milk production to increase 1.9%, adjusted for leap year in 2020, the result of just 0.1% more milk cows and1.8% 
more milk per cow. If this materializes, it will take favorable dairy exports to support higher milk prices. 
  

Class III futures are now in the $1 5.41 for September and the ϷмсΩs for the remainder of the year. But prices could strengthen some with 
milk production seasonally lower in August and September. Also as in the past the demand for cheese and butter is expected to increase 
during the holiday season. There is also a third round of the Farmers to Families Food Box that runs from September 1 to October 31, but at 
lower purchases that the first two rounds. 
  

Class IV futures will be near $13.10 for August and in the low ϷмпΩs November and December. Butter stocks are plentiful, but butter prices 
could strengthen some during the holiday season. Nonfat dry milk/skim milk powder exports could also stay above year ago levels, both of 
which could strengthen the Class IV price.  
  

Dairy producers have not seen the same strength in their milk price as the increase in the June and July Class III prices due to relatively high 
negative producer price differentials (PPD) in the 7 federal order markets that have multiple component pricing. While cheese prices have 
decreased bringing down the Class III price the spread between the advanced Class III and Class IV prices for August is over $10. Since the 
mover of Class I is the average of the advanced Class III and Class IV prices the August Class I price will be below the August Class III price 
resulting in a negative PPD. As Class III declines further and the spread between Class III and IV narrows negative PPDΩs will decline and may 
become positive again later this year. 
  
Robert Cropp 
racropp@wisc.edu 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

mailto:racropp@wisc.edu
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Jim Arch, CCA 

Clark County Land Conservationist 

Hello from the Land Conservation Department.  I was looking at the article I posted in last years newsletter at this time, IΩm happy to say 

things are much different and looking up, crop wise anyway.   The crops look excellent from what IΩve seen and they should be coming off 

much earlier this year than the last.  I just want to remind you that fall is a great time of the year to plant cover crops, and this yearΩs condi-

tions are looking most favorable for adding cover crops to your management practices.  

I am planning a Cover Crop Field Day up at the Cover Crop Demo Project on the Clark Turner property located west of the intersection of 

Hwy N and Cty O for early to mid October.   I donΩt have an exact date picked out but please watch for the ad in the local shopper, or you 

can call our office for the time and date when we get into mid-September.   We are looking at inter-seeding one of the plots with winter rye 

in the next couple weeks once the leaves drop on the soybeans.  The other two plots will be drilled and broadcasted post-harvest with a 

cover crop of winter rye after the soybeans are harvest.  Also, something else I am looking at doing up there at the Cover Crop Demo Plots 

this fall is having a company come in and do some minimum disturbance manure injecting after the soybeans are harvested and the cover 

crop has been planted. -So stay tuned! 

Now is the time to contact our department about cost share funds for projects for next year. We have a limited allocation of funds, and we 

need to be able to evaluate soils (before they are frozen) in order to design a projects.   Our high priority projects are: closing unused wells, 

closing pre-ordinance, unused manure pits, designing grassed waterways, streambank protection, stream crossings, diversions, wetland 

development.    We also can design diversion of water away from barnyards to help prevent manure runoff.   Also, if you are interested in 

building a manure storage you may qualify for cost share funding.  However, you may need to wait up to two years depending on the source 

of funding, so it is important to contact us ASAP if interested. 

As I have written before we have cost sharing available for nutrient management planning.  The current cost share rate is $40.00 per acre 

and only acres that havenΩt been in a nutrient management plan before are eligible.    Contact our department if you are interested.  In or-

der to develop a nutrient management plan you need to have fields soil sampled with at least one sample per five acres in the last 4 years 

(A2100 guidelines).  Fall is an excellent time of the year to take soil samples so you should be contacting your local agronomist, soil lab or if 

you would like to take soil samples yourself, we have soil probes, we will loan out to you. 

For assistance on any of these mentioned programs or other questions please call your local Land Conservation office at 715-743-5102. 
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Farm Technology Days Clark County 2022 
 

-ĥĖĖÙĀġúĴ ġëÙĖÙ íĚ À ĀÙÙÓ æĆĖ ēÙĆēúÙ íĀġÙĖÙĚġÙÓ íĀ ēÀĖġíÎíēÀġíĀç ĆĀ ġëÙ ÎĆÿÿíġġÙÙĚ ġĆ
ĆĖçÀĀíĸÙ ġëÙ ĚëĆĲː ĚëĆĲ ġëíĚ ĚíĸÙ Ĳíúú ĖÙĕĥíĖÙ ÀÌĆĥġ ʵˋʼʴʴ ıĆúĥĀġÙÙĖĚ ġĆ ēĖĆıíÓÙ ÿÀĀĴ

ĚÙĖıíÎÙĚ ÌÙæĆĖÙˋ ÓĥĖíĀç ÀĀÓ ÀæġÙĖ ġëÙ ÙıÙĀġː 
 

If you are interested in chairing or working on a committee, please contact: 
 
 
 

Richard Halopka 
Extension Clark County 
715-743-5121 

richard.halopka@wisc.edu 

Chuck Rueth 
Farm Technology Days Chairman 

715-255-8387 ïhome 
715-613-8387 ïcell 
hosrueth@gmail.com 

                        Richard Halopka, CCA 

Cŀƭƭ ƛǎ .Ŝǎǘ ¢ƛƳŜ ǘƻ {ƻƛƭ {ŀƳǇƭŜ CƛŜƭŘǎ        Senior Outreach Specialist  

UW-Madison Division of Extension Clark County 
 

Fall is the best time to soil sample fields as you harvest crops. Fall soil samples will provide a baseline of nutrients present in your fields. Is 
there a need for lime, to correct pH? Plus, recommendations for crops to be planted the next few years. Soils are fairly stable in fall and pro-
vide a good time sample when you may have some time.   

Question, why soil sample in the fall? 

Crops are harvested and it is just easier to sample fields. 

Information will be available for you to plan next yearΩs crop and provides an opportunity to purchase lime/fertilizer during the winter 
months. 

If weather permits, fall applications of lime from soil test recommendations will reduce one job for next spring. 

Update soil test information to complete your Nutrient Management Plan during the winter months. 

Question, why are soil samples recommended every 4 years? 

One soil test is a baseline, by taking a sample every 4 years will provide a trend for the field.  

The trend will show the results of lime and fertilizer applications related to crop removal over a four-year period. 

Question, what is the correct method to soil sample? 

One sample per 5 acres that contains a minimum of 10 soil cores from a soil probe or auger, which amounts to 1 core per ½ acre. 

Random sampling, avoiding areas in the field that do not represent the field or sample area (dead furrows, wet spot, and fence line). 

Review Extension bulletin A2100 άSampling Soils for TestingέΣ which is available at countyΩs UW-Extension or Land Conservation office. 

Question, what information is provided from a soil test? 

A basic soil test report provides current pH, organic matter, phosphorous, and potassium levels of the soil. 

Lime and fertilizer recommendations are provided for the crops you have selected.  

Secondary nutrients (calcium, magnesium, zinc, sulfate, and boron) and micronutrients may also be determined for an additional cost 
per test.  

Question, what does a soil sample cost and why should I invest in soil sampling? 

A basic soil test cost, if you sample the field, $0.35 per acre or hire a consultant, $0.75 per acre per year (based on a sample every 4 
years). Minimal when compared to many crop input cost.  

Remember soil testing does have a cost, but guessing may cost more, so donΩt guess, test. 

In times of tight margins to manage a crop you must measure nutrients in soil and provide economical levels of nutrients to produce an 
economical crop that will return a profit.  

There may be County, State, and Federal programs that require soil testing available to farmers.   

Fertilizer does have a cost, whether under or over applying, soil testing will help manage fertilizer inputs. 

In addition to recommending fertilizer inputs, you may also receive information to credit your άon farmέ fertilizer sources (livestock 
manure, legume credits). 

Question, why must I use a Wisconsin Certified lab? 

Wisconsin certified labs have a set protocol to process soil samples. In addition, a Wisconsin lab will take into account the soil type and 
provide nutrient recommendations from the information.  

For information or supplies to soil sample on your farm contact your county agriculture educator or richard.halopka@wisc.edu . One 
last note, please remember safety during your fall harvest.   

mailto:richard.halopka@wisc.edu
mailto:richard.halopka@wisc.edu
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Calving Ease Rating is Changing 
Matt Lippert Clark Co. Dairy and Livestock Agent 

 
New pests, bad markets, a pandemic- so much bad and scary news in the world; how about a happy story for a change of pace?    In the 

мфтлΩs the Holstein cow was noted to have a lot of problems successfully delivering a live and healthy calf.  It seemed as cattle were becom-

ing more productive they were also becoming larger and having big calves that needed to be pulled and there were stillbirths besides.  It 

was found to be genetic so we could select to improve the situation.  But there were skeptics for sure.  If we did this for too long, wouldnΩt 

the cows themselves become smaller and still have problems calving?  Would we be going away from the big framed cows that do such a 

good job of making milk from high forage diets?  The Brown Swiss also had the same problem so a calving ease rating was created for that 

breed as well. 

Forty years later, these breeds have continued to become more productive and they have gotten larger in size which seems to more of the 

current debate and concern- can cows get to big for their own good?   While this has been happening the cows have improved considerably 

in their ability to have an easy non-assisted calving.  In first calf heiferΩs difficult birth has dropped from about 8% in 1980 to about 2% to-

day.  Think about how remarkable that is, it has never been the main focus of our breeding programs but we have been able to reduce diffi-

cult calving to about a quarter of what it was.  With the 

number that much lower, the variability between sires for 

this trait (standard deviation) has also dropped.  The range 

used to be from about 5% all the way up to 14%, now the 

actual range is from about 1% to 5%- so the range has 

dropped in half as well. 

There are things beyond genetic improvement to account 

for some of this change.  There was no sexed semen in 

1980, today when we breed heifers to sexed semen and 

they deliver heifer calves, there are fewer problems than if 

they had half bulls as they did in the past.  I know, on your 

farm it may have seemed to be all bulls- another happy 

story! 

In 1980 geneticists had no way of knowing how successful 

our selection for this trait would be, so even though the 

actual situation started improving rather quickly they kept 

on reporting calving ease as if the average number of diffi-

cult cases stayed the same.  Now with this latest proof 

they have made the adjustment and the new numbers will 

be much lower, shockingly lower, so if you used to like to 

keep it under 7, all the bulls will now be under 7.  In fact a 

bull with a 7 on the new scale has quite a problem in the 

calving ease area. 

Because of this success you may want to focus more on 

other things than calving ease.  I donΩt want calls at mid-

night because I said calving ease was no longer important, 

please come help deliver this calf! 

Dairy cattle continue to become genetically more produc-

tive, healthier and at least stable for fertility- a great story 

for dairy producers and something to share with the public 

about the sustainability of animal agriculture. 
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!ǳƎǳǎǘ муΣ нлнл 

 
hǇŜǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǘŀǘǳǎ – We appreciate the patience and willingness of our producers to move to new ways of inter-
acting with FSA employees, while the usual face-to-face appointments are not possible. We are getting especially 
positive feedback from producers on the use of electronic signatures, which saves a trip to the office and shortens 
turnaround times.  
/ƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ CƻƻŘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ό/C!tύ – This program provides vital financial assistance to producers of agri-

cultural commodities who have suffered a five-percent-or-greater price decline due to COVID-19 and face additional 

significant marketing costs as a result of lower demand, surplus production, and disruptions to shipping patterns and 

the orderly marketing of commodities.  As of 8/18/2020, nationally more than $7.2B has gone out to farmers and 

ranchers from this program.  Wisconsin continues to rank fourth in the nation in CFAP payments, with $400M in this 

critical assistance paid on 16,775 applications.  In Clark, Taylor, and Price counties, more than 645 applications have 

been approved with $17.42M paid out. CFAP is not a grant or loan program – it provides direct cash payments to 

producers impacted by COVID and market impacts. There is no minimum income requirement to participate in FSA 

programs. If you know a beef, hog, or specialty crop producer who may not have regular interaction with FSA, please 

let them know about CFAP. Every dairy operation is also encouraged to sign up – about 70 percent of the CFAP pay-

ments in Wisconsin are on milk production.  On August 11, many more commodities were added to the program, 

including nursery crops, aquaculture, eggs, maple sap, all ages of sheep, and many other commodities.  The applica-

tion deadline was extended to September 11.  The initial payment was 80% and the additional 20% will be hitting 

bank accounts the week of August 17. 

New crops added: 
Specialty Crops - aloe leaves, bananas, batatas, bok choy, carambola (star fruit), cherimoya, chervil (french parsley), 
citron, curry leaves, daikon, dates, dill, donqua (winter melon), dragon fruit (red pitaya), endive, escarole, filberts, 
frisee, horseradish, kohlrabi, kumquats, leeks, mamey sapote, maple sap (for maple syrup), mesculin mix, micro-
greens, nectarines, parsley, persimmons, plantains, pomegranates, pummelos, pumpkins, rutabagas, shallots, tange-
los, turnips/celeriac, turmeric, upland/winter cress, water cress, yautia/malanga, and yuca/cassava. 
Non-Specialty Crops and Livestock - liquid eggs, frozen eggs and all sheep. Only lambs and yearlings (sheep less than 
two years old) were previously eligible. 
Aquaculture - catfish, crawfish, largemouth bass and carp sold live as foodfish, hybrid striped bass, red drum, salm-
on, sturgeon, tilapia, trout, ornamental/tropical fish, and recreational sportfish. 
Nursery Crops and Flowers - nursery crops and cut flowers. 
/ǊƻǇ wŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ – WeΩre still waiting for signed crop reports to come back to the office.  We were able to use a Regis-
ter this year for those crop reports weΩre waiting to receive back with signatures, so we are urging those producers 
to get them sent in quickly. 
 
!w/ t[/ – Yield updates must be signed and in the office by September 30, 2020. Any contracts not yet submitted 
need to be in the county office no later than September 1 in order for COC to act on any late-filed contracts. 
 
²ILtҌ -- To be eligible for WHIP+ disaster program, producers must have suffered certain crop production losses 
due to qualifying natural disaster events that occurred in calendar years 2018 or 2019, such as Excessive Moisture. 
Producers receiving WHIP+ payments for 2018 and/or 2019 will be required to obtain crop insurance or NAP cover-
age in 2022 and 2023 at the 60/100 level or higher.  Currently no deadline on applying to this program. 
 
5a/ (Dairy Margin Coverage) – The DMC June payment triggered at $9.99/cwt, so no payment went out for June. 
DMC 2021 Signup will begin October 12 and end December 11, 2020. 
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The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons regardless of 
race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, or parental, arrest or conviction record or veteran status. 
If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity, or service, please contact the program coordinator at 
715-743-5121 as soon as possible (10 days is reasonable) preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion. 
 
La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extensi·n proporciona acci·n afirmativa e igualdad de oportunidades en educaci·n, programas y empleo, para todas las personas califica-
das, sin tener en cuenta raza, color, sexo, credo, discapacidad, religi·n, nacionalidad de origen, ascendencia, edad, orientaci·n sexual, gravidez o paternidad, historial de 
detenci·n o condena o estado de veterano de guerra. 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Make sure to listen to WCCN and WAXX for any cancellations  

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME 

Week  of Nov. 9th Pest Update Virtual TBD 

December TBD  Soils Update  Virtual TBD 

January 2021 Agronomy Update Virtual TBD 

January 2021 Western Ag Leaders Virtual Meeting Virtual TBD 

January 2021 Nutrient Management Farmer Training TBD TBD 

Richard Halopka Crops & Soils Educator ǊƛŎƘŀǊŘΦƘŀƭƻǇƪŀϪǿƛǎŎΦŜŘǳ 
Matthew Lippert Dairy/Livestock Educator ƳŀǧƘŜǿΦƭƛǇǇŜǊǘϪǿƛǎŎΦŜŘǳ 
Jason Hausler Area Extension Director ƧŀǎƻƴΦƘŀǳǎƭŜǊϪǿƛǎŎΦŜŘǳ 
Melissa Kono CNRED Educator ƳŜƭƛǎǎŀΦƪƻƴƻϪǿƛǎŎΦŜŘǳ 
Nancy Vance Family Living Educator ƴŀƴŎȅΦǾŀƴŎŜϪǿƛǎŎΦŜŘǳ 
Michael Rusin 4H Program Educator ƳƛŎƘŀŜƭΦǊǳǎƛƴϪŎƻΦŎƭŀǊƪΦǿƛΦǳǎ 
Lori Hendrickson Administrative Assistant ƭƻǊƛΦƘŜƴŘǊƛŎƪǎƻƴϪŎƻΦŎƭŀǊƪΦǿƛΦǳǎ 
Valerie Wood  Program Assistant ǾŀƭŜǊƛŜΦǿƻƻŘϪŎƻΦŎƭŀǊƪΦǿƛΦǳǎ 
 FoodWIse currently vacant 

Phone: 715-743-5121 
Fax: 715-743-5129 
https://clark.uwex.edu/ 


