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In this issue: ............................................................ September/October 2024 

EXTENSION 

This newsletter is mailed to approximately 1,200 farmers and agriculture businesses in Central Wisconsin at a cost of .90 per newsletter.  County 

budgets are tight and each department has been asked to reduce expenses.  If you would like to view the Extension Views newsletter online versus 

receiving a paper copy please contact the UW-Extension Office at 715-743-5122 / Valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us.  You can view the newsletter on our 

webpage at:  https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/  Thank you for considering this option! 

Contact Us 

Extension Clark County  
517 Court Street, Room 104 

Neillsville, WI  54456 
715-743-5121 

 

Melissa Ohlrich 
Crops & Soils Educator 

mohlrich@wisc.edu 
 

Matthew Lippert 
Dairy and Livestock Educator 

matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 

Don’t Forget…. 

Questions? 

Call Val at 715-743-5122 

 

We are accepting: 

 Electronics 

 Appliances 

 Tires (fee to dispose) 

 Vehicle Batteries 

 Unused/Expired Medications 

 Chemicals/ Hazardous Waste 

 Unknown hazardous waste materials  

 Ag Plastics (bunker & silo covers, green-
house film 

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/
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Speakers and Topics (so far): 

 John Oberholtzer, Common Sense Genetics 

 Common Sense Genetics 

 Matthew Witmer, Eberly Ag 

 Pasture Fertility Discussion 

 Matt Lippert, UW-Extension Clark, Wood & 

Marathon Counties 

 Pasture Establishment—every month of 

the growing season 

Registration 

Please RSVP to 715-743-5122 by Friday, 

October 4th to allow for food preparation 

Cost 

Free will offering to help cover the food  

and handout printing costs. 

    Sponsors: 
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 Fall Cropping Considerations 

Melissa Ohlrich, Clark County Crops Educator 

Fall proves to be an extremely busy time for farmers, with an endless task list and no shortage of decisions 
to make. With everything that needs to get done this time of the year, non-immediate issues can easily be 
pushed aside. However, here are a few things to keep in mind this fall that could be helpful for you in the 
long run.   

Scouting: While you are in the fields this fall, it is a great time to be 
scouting for what weeds have been problematic this season. Knowing what 
weeds are present will help you to align next year’s crop    rotation with your 
herbicide plan to be as effective as possible. Early planning can also help    
determine the best herbicide rotations to limit resistant weed development. 
This year, many farmers are dealing with drown-out spots in their fields. These 
areas will be important to take note of, as weeds may have taken   advantage 
of these spots. Taking the time to make physical field notes that you can look 
back on later could go a long way in helping you plan for next year. Cover 
crops are also a great consideration if you are thinking about ways to provide 
off-season weed suppression.   

Soil Fertility: Fall is the ideal time to start thinking about improving soil fertility for next year.     
Taking soil samples, being informed on your soil fertility, and correcting any issues is one of the best 
things you can do to set your crops up for success next year. If it has been a few years since your last soil 
sample, this year could be a great time!   

Proper Equipment Cleaning: During a busy harvest season, it can be hard to prioritize this task, but 
clean equipment can go a long way in mitigating the spread of weeds and weed resistance. This is          
especially helpful regarding shared and custom equipment. Even if you are short on time, there are a     
couple practices that can help reduce the spread of weeds. When possible, it is best to harvest your least 
weedy field first and save the fields with the most weed pressure for last. If you have limited time to clean 
out your combine, there are a couple spots that would be beneficial to focus on. A case study done by   
UW-Madison showed that the combine head and feeder house were the spots most responsible for holding 
on to weed seed. When time is short, prioritizing the cleaning of these places can have a positive impact on 
limiting the spread of weeds.   

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the Clark County Extension Office. I am        
enjoying getting settled into my new role with Extension and getting to know the people of Clark and      
Marathon County. I hope you all have a wonderful start to your harvest season!  

Phone: (715)-743-5124  

Email: melissa.ohlrich@wisc.edu    

mailto:melissa.ohlrich@wisc.edu
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Fred Subke, CCA—Conservationist & Agronomist 

Hunter Lemler—Engineering Technician 

Tiffanee Tesmer  - Program Assistant 

CONSERVATION 

CORNER 

Tiffanee Tesmer (715) 743-5102  Fred Subke—(715) 743-5104  Hunter Lemler—(715) 743-5103 

 Cereal rye planted after corn taken for silage. 

 18 lbs/ac oats, 11 lbs/ac medium red clover, and 6 lbs/ac 

turnips interseeded into Clark County Cover Crop Demo Plot 

using no till drill on 6/27/2023. 

The key to protecting our soil from eroding away is to have 

good living vegetation on it year round. Cover crops can be 

very beneficial in helping to  accomplish this. They are an 

excellent tool in helping to improve the soil health, reduce 

erosion, and protect water quality. Improving soil health 

leads to improved soil structure and infiltration that can help 

to carry equipment during wet periods as well as helps the 

soil to dry and warm up quicker in the spring. 

We are offering cost sharing of cover crops. Details about 

the cost sharing include: 

 $25/acre 

 Yearly contract needs to be signed before cover crop is 

planted. 

 Must have a written Nutrient Management Plan for 

planned cover crop acres. 

 Many different species can be used depending on 

planting time and method: 

 Cereal Rye, winter wheat, oats, triticale planted post-

harvest beans or corn. 

 Cover crop mix of grasses and broadleaves post-

harvest of small grains. 

 Broadcast/interseed into corn around V4 stage. 

 Frost seed winter wheat, winter rye with clover. 

If you have questions about the program or are interested in 

planting cover crops, give us a call. Thank you for putting in 

the effort to keep your precious topsoil in place! 
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The 2024 Corn Silage Crop and Pricing 

Matt Lippert, Regional Dairy Educator 

Many years, by the time of this newsletter, many farms are close to making corn 

silage.  This year with late planting we may be a month off yet, or be waiting for a 

frost before making corn silage. 

Here are some thoughts on corn silage for 2024: 

There will be more buying and selling of corn silage this year.  A common suggestion is to price corn silage, price per ton, at 

10 times the local corn price.  “Normal” corn silage will have about 7-7.5 bushels of corn grain in a ton.  That leaves the 

value of the rest of the plant to be covered by the extra three bushel in the price.  There are times and reasons when 

this is not a very good approximation. One would be if the fodder is extra high quality, as with BMR corn.  Another 

would be if local forage supplies are short in supply, so the forage portion is commanding more value in the market-

place.  Also consider if the tons are low in grain, or wetter than average, how that might affect the value of the silage. 

Late planted corn may not be suitable for grain, as it may be costly or impossible to dry.   

How about pricing per acre?  We may have some low yields this year, certainly variable yields, however priced, it is good to 

weigh some loads to have an idea of what the tonnage in the field is. 

Recently first “killing” frost has been coming later, especially if the corn is thick, tall and green, frost often doesn’t move far 

enough into the canopy to shut the plant down.  If possible, wait with the corn until it is dry enough for good            

fermentation and have little loss of nutrients through seeping.  30% DM will get you in the range to have a normal fer-

mentation, but it may need to be dryer, into the mid 30’s to prevent seepage, it depends on the structure and the 

packing.  Tower silos, require the driest corn silage to avoid seepage. Seepage includes highly digestible components, 

and is a complete loss, there is the effluent to deal with, try to avoid seepage. 

I haven’t heard much about tar spot or other late season leaf diseases in our area, but be on the 

look-out, they can shut down the plant quickly and require fast action before the silage gets 

too dry. 

If you’re looking for tons, don’t chop high to increase quality.  In general, BMR lower stalk quality 

is good enough not to need to chop high. 

Don’t cut corners on covering piles and bunkers.  Use a quality inoculant.  This is always the sug-

gestion, but poorly constructed and covered piles are especially taboo if feed shortage is the 

situation as it is on many farms this year. 

Silage processors may act differently depending on the kernel development, observe how the   

silage processing looks.  Processing is still a good idea. The goal is to retain all of the possible 

value in the silage. 

It is sometimes argued that modern hybrids have more than 7 bushel per ton.  A good way to get at that is to forage test 

and determine the starch level.  On average, at UW field trials hybrids from recent years do not deliver more bushels 

per ton, but some may.  However, probably not this year with the late start. 

An example:  Corn silage is 35% Dry Matter, normal starch level, in the low 30% range, based on a forage test.  Local cash 

grain price (not buying, selling price is $3.50/ bushel) Grain value per ton of silage 

is 7 x $3.50 or $26.50/ ton. Adjusting for dry matter, and half of the corn silage 

being non-grain, about 411 pounds of hay equivalent is in the remaining portion.  

It is low in protein so based on recent hay markets ~$75/ ton.  The value of the 

fodder is $15-16/ ton.  The combined value is~ $42/ ton.  This is greater than 10 X 

the local grain price of $3.50= $35/ ton.  2024 may be a year, depending on the 

local market where the non-grain portion may have more value. 
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Two feet of sediment in Road Ditch 
__________ 

How many dollars of lost income from this farming practice? 

* 
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Proper Semen Handling to Enhance  

Reproductive Success 

Conception rates when using artificial insemination can be severely reduced if semen 

is not handled properly. Proper semen handling requires being comfortable with a liquid    

nitrogen tank so you can work quickly and effectively to avoid damaging frozen semen.  

When removing semen for insemination, raise the canister until the cane tops are a 

few inches below the tank’s opening. Do not raise a canister above the frost line. The      

canister should not be raised into the neck of the tank for more than eight seconds when   

removing straws or looking for the right cane. If eight seconds have passed, lower the    

canister back into the tank to ensure the straws remain fully frozen. After identifying the 

cane use tweezers to remove the semen straw. Your fingertips are a heat source and 

should not be used to grasp the semen straws.  

As a general rule, straws should be thawed in a 96 degrees Fahrenheit water bath for 

a minimum of 45 seconds. Other thawing procedures may be acceptable depending on the 

extender used; check with the semen company for details. Use a thermometer to confirm 

the temperature of the water before inserting a straw of semen.  

Once a straw is thawed, it is critical to maintain it at approximately 96 degrees     

Fahrenheit until deposited in the cow.  Straws can remain in the water bath for some time. 

However, straws should be deposited into the cow within 10 minutes of thawing.  Multiple 

straws can be thawed at once, but attention to detail is critical when thawing multiple straws 

in the same thaw unit. First, it is critical to keep straws identified within the thaw bath to 

avoid confusion or using the wrong straw. Second, straws should not stick together in the 

thaw unit as this can cause uneven or incomplete thawing of straws. Third, use caution    

regarding the number of frozen straws placed into the unit at any time. Each straw is        

essentially an ice cube that can temporarily cool the water in the thaw bath. 

AI guns must be warmed before semen straws are inserted to ensure sperm          

survivability. To warm your gun, place it inside your shirt until you are ready to load it. 

Sheaths can also be tucked into your shirt to keep them warm if it is cold outside. When 

ready to load an AI gun, ensure you are out of direct sunlight in a sheltered area and work 

quickly to avoid exposing the straw to temperature swings. For a video on how to load your 

AI gun see: https://youtu.be/FNhyVBI3dLY. Once you have loaded the AI gun, insert it into 

your shirt to keep the semen warm and out of direct sunlight.   

Knowing how to handle semen properly will help enhance 

your reproductive efficiency when using artificial            

insemination. Little changes like having the animal locked 

up before the semen is thawed and working efficiently 

when a loaded gun is prepared can result in increased   

reproductive gains.  
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Clark County Fair Chocolate Dessert Contest 

First Place Adult Entry 
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Clark County Fair Chocolate Dessert Contest 

First Place Youth Entry 
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The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons 
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, or parental, arrest or conviction 
record or veteran status. 
If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity, or service, please contact the program coordi-
nator at 715-743-5121 as soon as possible (10 days is reasonable) preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion. 
 
La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extension proporciona acción afirmativa e igualdad de oportunidades en educación, programas y empleo, para todas las personas 
calificadas, sin tener en cuenta raza, color, sexo, credo, discapacidad, religión, nacionalidad de origen, ascendencia, edad, orientación sexual, gravidez o pater-
nidad, historial de detención o condena o estado de veterano de guerra. 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Make sure to listen to WCCN and WAXX for any cancellations  

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME 

September 6 Clark County Clean Sweep (Clark Co. residents) 
Owen-Clark County Highway Department 

Neillsville-Clark County Fairgrounds 
9:00-11:00 AM 
1:00-3:00 PM 

September 10 
Veterinary Care: Safe IM-SQ-IV Techniques 

(page 8) 
Breitenmoser Farms  

W6945 Joe Snow Rd, Merrill 
10:00 AM -12:00 PM 

17 de septiembre  Cuidado veterinario: técnicas seguras de IM-SQ-IV 
Breitenmoser Farms  

W6945 Joe Snow Rd, Merrill  
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

October 9 
Pasture Walk 

(page 4) 
Joseph & Emma Nolt Farm 

W6562 Popple River Rd, Greenwood 
10:-00 AM - 2:00 PM 

October 31  
Heifers - The Next Generation 

Register by October 18th (page 10) 
Abbotsford City Hall 

203 N 1st St. Abbotsford 
9:30 AM - 2:15 PM 

Melissa Ohlrich Regional Crops & Soils Educator          mohlrich@wisc.edu 
Matthew Lippert Dairy/Livestock Educator        matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 
Jeremy Solin Area Extension Director               jeremy.solin@wisc.edu 
Melissa Kono CNRED Educator                       melissa.kono@wisc.edu 
Crystal Walters Family Relations Educator               cnwalters@wisc.edu 
Seth Harrmann 4H Program Educator              seth.harrmann@wisc.edu 
Thalia Mauer FoodWIse                                    thalia.mauer@wisc.edu                     
Valerie Wood Administrative Assistant      valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us            
Courtney Becker Program Assistant courtney.becker@co.clark.wi.us 

Phone: 715-743-5121 
Fax: 715-743-5129 
https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 

We are in the process of making major updates to our website.           
https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 

Many items you are used to seeing will still be available but may be located in a 
new spot or on a new page. Some items will no longer be on our website (such as 
Clark County Fair information), but we will provide you with a redirect link to get 

you to the information’s new home. 
If you are having problems finding information, please contact us so we can     

assess the needs of the public and help you find the information. 
THANK YOU for your patience and understanding. This is not a quick process. 

Val & Courtney 


