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EXTENSION 

This newsletter is mailed to approximately 1,200 farmers and agriculture businesses in Central Wisconsin at a cost of .90 per newsletter.  County 

budgets are tight and each department has been asked to reduce expenses.  If you would like to view the Extension Views newsletter online versus 

receiving a paper copy please contact the UW-Extension Office at 715-743-5122 / Valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us.  You can view the newsletter on our 

webpage at:  https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/  Thank you for considering this option! 

Contact Us 

Extension Clark County  
517 Court Street, Room 104 

Neillsville, WI  54456 
715-743-5121 

 

Melissa Ohlrich 
Crops & Soils Educator 

mohlrich@wisc.edu 
 

Matthew Lippert 
Dairy and Livestock Educator 

matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 
 

Heather Schlesser 
Dairy Educator 

Heather.schlesser@wisc.edu 

 

We are in the process of making  
major updates to our website.           

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 
Many items you are used to seeing 

will still be available but may be      
located in a new spot or on a new 

page. Some items will no longer be on 
our website (such as Clark County 
Fair information), but we will provide 

you with a redirect link to get you to 
the information’s new home. 

If you are having problems finding    
information, please contact us so we 
can accommodate your request for    

information. 
THANK YOU for your patience and 
understanding. This is not a quick 
process, but great progress has 

been made already. 
Val & Courtney 

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/
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Successful Farming Magazine, October 2024 highlighted data from the Fertilizer Institute and found Wisconsin with 76% of    

submitted soil samples being below critical levels of Potassium (K), down over 10 units from 2000.  Only tiny agriculture states 

Massachusetts, Connecticut and New Hampshire tested lower.  This is likely because Wisconsin and the New England states 

are heavy in dairy production, and forage production, needed for dairy cows, removes a lot of potassium from the soil as 

compared to producing grains and oilseeds.  Low soil K also effects the efficiency of  nitrogen utilization. 

Soil fertility recommendations are based on economic yield response, in addition perennial crops such as alfalfa persist longer 

and have better winter survivability if soil K is adequate.  A ton of alfalfa dry matter will remove 60 pounds of K and a ton of 

35% DM corn silage will remove 8.5 pounds of K, so 200-300 pounds of K are removed by forage crops, don’t forget to        

convert K to the content of your fertilizer- for 0-0-60 this means 300 to 500 pounds of applied fertilizer to replace the crop 

removal of K at normal to slightly above normal yields. 

Let’s connect this to cows.  Sometimes producing low potassium forage is discussed to protect fresh cows from having milk 

fever.  It takes a long time to take a field with adequate to high potassium and convert it to a field that is low enough in K to 

produce low potassium forage.  While doing this the yield on the field will also drop.  As land becomes more valuable, can you 

afford to intentionally create poorly performing fields?  Of course you could go to that effort if that was the only way to     

protect your cows from metabolic disease such as milk fever.  There are other ways to protect against milk fever. You can  

balance for dietary Cation-Anion Difference (DCAD) by using anionic  products in the diet.  Typically these can achieve    

stronger DCAD effects than low K forages. Also when using DCAD products, a separate segregated inventory forage used just 

by the transition cows is no longer needed.  There are other products as well, Zeolite A is a calcium binder that has been 

shown to be effective in preventing milk fever.  These products do make for more expensive rations, but they are fed for only 

a few weeks in the cow’s cycle, and are not expensive if you account for more effective control of transition time metabolic 

disorders and higher total lactation production they will make you money.  Now add the higher yield from a field  adequate in 

potassium and ease of managing fields by not producing low potassium forages. 

In Wisconsin the evidence shows that too many fields are low in potassium, so if that is already the case maybe you can      

produce low potassium forages.  In any of these programs, test feeds frequently to accurately know your DCAD balance. In 

many cases you will still need a feed 

additive to get the diet on target.  

Lactating cows generally benefit from 

higher levels of potassium in the ration, 

this is your main herd you are feeding, 

yet another reason that maybe we 

should focus on getting the potassium 

soil test at least to optimum.  

 

*Based on Successful Farming October 

2024 article “DIAL IN P AND K Managing 

phosphorus and potassium is key to 

maximizing yield potential” page 36 

Matt Lippert, UW Extension Regional Diary and Livestock Educator 

Potassium as it Relates to Dairy Cows 



 

Page 4 

CCA Credits 
Six continuing             

education credits for 
Certified Crop Advisors 

will be offered at all 
Meetings. 2.5 crop 
management, 1.0      

nutrient management, 
1.0 pest management, 
and 1.5 soil and water 
credits are available. 
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Two feet of sediment in Road Ditch 
__________ 

How many dollars of lost income from this farming practice? 

* 

Fall Fertilizer Applications 
Melissa Ohlrich, UW Extension Regional Crops 

Educator Clark & Marathon 

Although the general rule of thumb is to apply fertilizer 

as close as possible to when the plant will need it, 

there are times when farmers might prefer to apply  

fertilizer in the fall. When best practices are applied, 

fall fertilizer applications are still 10-15% less effective 

compared to spring applications. However, if it is worth 

it to the farmer to apply fertilizer in the fall for various 

reasons such as time, cost, storage, compaction      

issues, etc., then here are some practices to keep in 

mind to make fall applications as effective as possible 

and lessen the potential for runoff and leaching. It 

should be noted that the following recommendations 

are specifically focused on applications involving     

nitrogen due to the high mobility of nitrate in soil.   

For starters, fall fertilizer application is not               

recommended on sandy and loamy sand soil 

types.  Applications work best on well-drained medium

-and fine-textured soils. Another important component 

is timing. Fertilizer applications should be made once 

the temperature of the soil is remaining below 50     

degrees F. Applying fertilizer when the soil is too warm 

will increase the rate of nitrification which means less 

fertilizer will be available to the crop in the spring. The 

same rule about applying to soils cooler than 50      

degrees holds true for manure applications as well.  

It is also generally recommended that fall fertilizer    

applications be made in the form of anhydrous        

ammonia with the addition of nitrification inhibitors. 

However, it is very important to practice proper PPE 

when handling anhydrous ammonia, as it is a          

hazardous substance.   

I hope harvest season has been going well for        

everyone! Please feel free to call or email me if you 

ever have any questions.  (715)-743-5124 or 

 melissa.ohlrich@wisc.edu  

*This information is sourced from A2809 Nutrient application 

guidelines for field, vegetable, and fruit crops in Wisconsin.   
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NMP Self-Paced Online Option 
There is also a self-paced online option for learning. It will require internet good 

enough to watch videos and a printer.   

Before doing this option, TALK TO YOUR LOCAL LAND CONSERVATION OFFICE to 

ensure they will accept this option as a sufficient training method. UW Extension 

offers the trainings, but Land Conservation is the authority when it deals with 

rules and compliance.   

The self paced option can be found at:  

https://uwnmfe.tiiny.site/0001.html   
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Fred Subke, CCA—Conservationist & Agronomist 

Hunter Lemler—Engineering Technician 

Tiffanee Tesmer  - Program Assistant 

CONSERVATION 

CORNER 

Tiffanee Tesmer (715) 743-5102  Fred Subke—(715) 743-5104  Hunter Lemler—(715) 743-5103 

It’s that time of year again where it’s harvest, manure spreading, and soil sampling. 

Manure spreading, be mindful of sensitive areas, and just because you can operate across them 

now (due to the dry conditions) think about what these areas are like under normal conditions. 

Also, accidents happen, and if a spill occurs, DON’T PANIC! Have a plan to act remember the 3 

C’s: Control, Contain, Clean up, and report the spill. We all want the same outcome, and the    

departments are willing to work with you if such an issue arises, accidents happen, but trying to 

hide it could come with consequences after the fact. 

Soil sampling, with these extremely dry conditions, it might be best to wait until we get some 

moisture back into the ground. Nitrogen, which is not tested in soil samples can be tied up     

unavailable in the soils, so if the winter stays dry with little to no moisture, I would recommend 

next spring doing some Nitrate tests also. Back to soil sampling, the recommended practice is    

1 sample per every 5 acres as a general rule. Take 10 samples cores within the 5 acres, mix 

them up in a bucket to create 1 composite sample. Label the fields EXACTLY the same name as 

in your Nutrient Management Plan! Number the samples concurrent Ex: Field name North1, sam-

ples 1-7, Field name North2 samples 8-13. This way if a field name is not exact you can still fig-

ure out by the sample number which field it came from.  

It is also time to not only be thinking about next year’s rotation, but possible projects such as 

grass water ways, buffer areas, cowyards, etc. that you would like to see completed. With the 

way the spring and first part of summer started out very wet leading into extremely dry, now is a 

good time while looking at harvest data to possibly think about areas that consistently have low 

yields to give them an opportunity for the farm to make some money rather than lose money by 

taking these areas out of production and put them into a program like CREP, Pollinators, or even 

grazing/forage only. You can contact us or the NRCS office more details about such programs.  

Clark County Land Conservation Dept. has some general funds yet available for 2024 to be     

utilized, and we already building a list of projects with landowners for 2025 to be cost shared, so 

give our office a call about these opportunities at 715-743-5101. 

Fred Subke 

Clark County Land Conservationist 

Fred.subke@co.clark.wi.us 

715-743-5104 

mailto:Fred.subke@co.clark.wi.us
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The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons 
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, or parental, arrest or conviction 
record or veteran status. 
If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity, or service, please contact the program coordi-
nator at 715-743-5121 as soon as possible (10 days is reasonable) preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion. 
 
La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extension proporciona acción afirmativa e igualdad de oportunidades en educación, programas y empleo, para todas las personas 
calificadas, sin tener en cuenta raza, color, sexo, credo, discapacidad, religión, nacionalidad de origen, ascendencia, edad, orientación sexual, gravidez o pater-
nidad, historial de detención o condena o estado de veterano de guerra. 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Make sure to listen to WCCN and WAXX for any cancellations  

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME 

Dec 3-6, 2024 Badger Crops and Soils Update Meetings 
Eau Claire (3rd), Arlington (4th) 

Appleton (5th) & Virtual (6th) 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM  

Each day 

Dec 17-18, 2024 WWASH—WI Water and Soil Health Conference 
Kalahari Resort 
Wisconsin Dells 

Starts 12/17 at 9:00 AM 
2 day event 

January 22, 2025 
February 25, 2025 

Marathon County PAT training & testing 
UW Extension Marathon County 

212 River Dr., Wausau 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

February 21, 2025 
March 19, 2025 
April 11, 2025 

Clark County PAT training & test 
Abbotsford City Hall (2/21) 

Thorp Fire Hall (3/19) 
Clark County Courthouse, Neillsville (4/11) 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

January 10, 2025  
March 14, 2025 

Virtual NMP Training for Farmers  Online 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

February 27, 2025 
March 4, 2025 

NMP “On the Road Show” 
Hixon Town Hall (2/27) 

Green Grove Town Hall (3/4) 
9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

Melissa Ohlrich Regional Crops & Soils Educator           mohlrich@wisc.edu 
Matthew Lippert Regional Dairy/Livestock Educator     matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 
Heather Schlesser Regional Dairy Educator  heather.schlesser@wisc.edu 
Jeremy Solin Area Extension Director                 jeremy.solin@wisc.edu 
Melissa Kono CNRED Educator                               melissa.kono@wisc.edu 
Crystal Walters Family Relations Educator                      cnwalters@wisc.edu 
Seth Harrmann 4H Program Educator                   seth.harrmann@wisc.edu 
vacant FoodWIse               vacant  
Valerie Wood Administrative Assistant              valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us            
Courtney Becker Program Assistant                      courtney.becker@co.clark.wi.us 

Phone: 715-743-5121 
Fax: 715-743-5129 
https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 

Did your address change? No longer wish to 

receive your copy of Extension Views? Want 

to view the newsletter online instead or have 

it sent to your email? 

Please contact the Extension office at  

715-743-5122 or  

email valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us  

to update your preference.  

Thank you! 

Upcoming events will be posted on 
our website  

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 
 and Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/
ExtensionClarkCounty 

 
Watch for news releases in local      

papers and on the radio  promoting 
events  


