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EXTENSION 

This newsletter is mailed to approximately 1,200 farmers and agriculture businesses in Central Wisconsin at a cost of .90 per newsletter.  County 

budgets are tight and each department has been asked to reduce expenses.  If you would like to view the Extension Views newsletter online versus 

receiving a paper copy please contact the UW-Extension Office at 715-743-5122 / Valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us.  You can view the newsletter on our 

webpage at:  https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/  Thank you for considering this option! 

Contact Us 

Extension Clark County  
517 Court Street, Room 104 

Neillsville, WI  54456 
715-743-5121 

 

Melissa Ohlrich 
Crops & Soils Educator 

mohlrich@wisc.edu 
 

Matthew Lippert 
Dairy and Livestock Educator 

matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 
 

Heather Schlesser 
Dairy Educator 

Heather.schlesser@wisc.edu 

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/


 

Page 2 

Two feet of sediment in Road Ditch 
__________ 

How many dollars of lost income from this farming practice? 

* 
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Act Early Against Waterhemp 

 

Melissa Ohlrich 

University of Wisconsin Extension Regional Crops and Soils Educator 

Clark & Marathon Counties 

 

More farmers have waterhemp showing up in their fields each year. With its capacity to build up resistance quickly 

and produce an astonishing amount of seed, it is one of the last things a farmer wants to see make an appearance 

on their farm. The best way to tackle waterhemp is to act early. With spring right around the corner, think about 

early season management strategies before waterhemp starts competing with your crops.     

 

To plan for the 2025 growing season, it will be important to take into consideration what you noticed in your fields 

during the 2024 growing season. Ponding and drowned out spots were a common occurrence given the weather 

that occurred last year. If these spots were taken over by waterhemp that went to seed, weed pressure can be par-

ticularly heavy in these areas. Extra weed management practices may be needed this year if you noticed signs of 

herbicide resistance in 2024. This will be the first thing to consider when creating an effective herbicide program 

for 2025.     

 

Keep in mind the possibility of spreading waterhemp even further through planting and tillage practices this spring. 

Waterhemp seed can last in the soil for several years. When equipment is moving around your fields this spring, it 

might be taking waterhemp seed along with it. It will help in the long run to clean plant material and soil off equip-

ment whenever feasible.     

 

Another way to approach early waterhemp control is by thinking about the pre-emergence portion of your herbi-

cide program. The most comprehensive pre-emergence applications include at least two effective residual herbi-

cides from different sites of action. This step can have a huge impact on managing waterhemp for the rest of the 

season, but it cannot be relied on to do the job entirely on its own. Pre-emergence herbicides should be paired 

with effective post-emergence applications, which also work best when they contain multiple effective sites of ac-

tion. Getting good control with your pre-emergence application will improve the effectiveness of your post-

emergence application.     

 

Acting early is also important for your post-emergence applications. Post-emergence chemical control of wa-

terhemp is most effective before waterhemp reaches 3-4 inches in height. If you want to spray waterhemp when it 

is most vulnerable, it is necessary to scout early and often, as waterhemp can grow an inch or more in a single day. 

The taller the plant, the more likely it is to survive an herbicide application.     

 

Controlling waterhemp is a tricky task. Keep a close eye on what is in your fields and create an effective herbicide 

program that works best for the needs of your farm. Do what you can to limit the production and spread of wa-

terhemp seed. To improve control of waterhemp even further, consider what integrated management strategies 

could work for you. Be proactive in planning and in action! Waterhemp can take over a farm in a hurry and it re-

quires monitoring and early implementation of a well-thought-out plan to rival its prolific qualities.    
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A Base Change for Bull Proofs is Coming… in April 2025 
Written by MATTHEW P LIPPERT 

INTRODUCTION 

Once every five years base change will happen for bull proofs, this will happen in April 2025 A PTA for production traits is intended to tell 

the difference between the daughters of a bull and her herdmates. Fortunately, the genetic merit of our national dairy herd is getting 

better, so once every five years, we adjust the base to account for the improvement of the herdmates. The base change is set to compare 

the genetics with the average animal born in 2020, a step-up of five years from the previous base.  

DATABASE FOR  DAIRY CATTLE 

The database for dairy cattle is foundational for the genetic advancement that has been accomplished over the last 70 years. DHI records, 

classification scores, herd health and fertility data, and genomic markers combined to represent many millions of data points to base ge-

netic estimates on. There are now over ten million dairy animals in the genomic data base. Some believe that with continued selection, 

further progress becomes more difficult to obtain. We are not at that point in dairy cattle, genomic testing has increased the early accuracy 

of the estimates of an animal’s genetic merit. Also, many traits more recently quantified, such as herd health and fertility estimates, have 

not been selected for in many generations at this time. The increase in computer power and the linking with herd health record software 

have made some traits available only fairly recently. Progress is faster than ever. Once single trait selection, milk production for example, 

came with losses in fertility and conformation traits, but selection indexes used today have resulted in more balanced progress across 49 

evaluated traits. The traits within the indexes are weighted based on economic importance.  

Changes in the economics driving dairy farms, for instance the price of butterfat and protein, change over time. The April indexes for Life-

time Net Merit (NM$), Lifetime Cheese Merit (CM$), Lifetime Fluid Merit (FM$), and Lifetime Grazing Merit (GM$) will be updated to ac-

count for the base change. In addition the formulas have been updated to account for changes in the economics impacting dairy farms. 

Pick the index that most closely reflects your farm. NM$ is a catchall to reflect the entire industry, CM$ reflects well our pricing in the up-

per Midwest, FM$ fits well in the Southeast US where milk protein is less valued and GM$ emphasizes fertility as in important criteria need 

for grass based dairies.  

 

 

 

Trait Name Units Brown Swiss Holstein Jersey 

Milk Pounds 350 750 400 

Fat Pounds 10 45 20 

Protein Pounds 15 30 15 

Somatic Cell Score Log base 2 units 0 -0.1 0 

Productive Life Months 1 2.5 1.5 

Livability % 0.5 0.5 0.5 

Mastitis % -0.2 0.75 -1 

Daughter Pregnancy % -0.6 -0.2 -0.4 

Cow Conception % -0.5 0.5 0 

Heifer Conception % 0.1 1 1.5 

Early First Calving Days 0.5 2 2 

Residual Feed Intake Pounds – -40 – 

Final Score  0.2 0.6* 0.6 
Source: Council for Dairy Cattle Breeding; USDA-ARS Animal Genomics and Improvement Laboratory 

https://uscdcb.com/national-dairy-genetic-index-update-base-change-set-for-april-2025/  

https://dairy.extension.wisc.edu/author/mplippert/
https://uscdcb.com/national-dairy-genetic-index-update-base-change-set-for-april-2025/
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It is interesting to note that some important traits are negatively correlated with each other, for example production and fertility.  Balancing 

these traits in a selection index has allowed genetic progress in nearly all traits. This is especially true in the Holstein breed, which is healthi-

er and more fertile  today as compared to 15 years ago when selection for the health and fertility traits had just begun. This was accom-

plished while still advancing genetic merit for production. These early estimates are approximate and will change slightly when the actual 

calculations are made in April.  

GENOMICS IS ACCELERATING GENETIC PROGRESS 

Genomic testing of over ten million dairy cattle to date has improved the accuracy of indexes such as NM$, especially for younger animals 

that do not yet have their own production records.  This has allowed for a shortening of generation interval and the introduction of accu-

rately identified superior animals into the selection scheme much sooner in life.  This increased progress, as shown in Figure 2, increases the 

importance of the five-year genetic base update to keep the scale of the estimates meaningful for producers.  

ADJUST YOUR CRITERIA 

In April 2025, the scale of the numbers for traits such as NM$, milk, fat, and protein are estimated to decrease by about the amounts indi-

cated in Figure 1. This will set the breed average of cows born in 2020 to zero. This does not mean our selection system was inaccurate, it 

means that it has been rescaled due to rapid genetic progress and improved accuracy, an indicator of the success of our national dairy cattle 

selection scheme. A base change is like getting a new prescription for glasses, things will look different and be a surprise until accounting for 

the change. Animals will look worse, but they should still rank similarly, they are just being compared to a new, higher standard. This results 

not only in more profitable and efficient cattle, but also rapidly improving sustainability of dairy production. 
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NMP  

Self-Paced  

Online Option 
There is also a self-paced online option for 

learning. It will require internet good 

enough to watch videos and a printer.   

Before doing this option, TALK TO YOUR 

LOCAL LAND CONSERVATION OFFICE to  

ensure they will accept this option as a 

sufficient training method. UW Extension 

offers the trainings, but Land Conservation 

is the authority when it deals with rules 

and compliance.   

The self paced option can be found at:  

https://uwnmfe.tiiny.site/0001.html   
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Fred Subke, CCA—Land Conservationist  

Hunter Lemler, CCA—Engineering Technician 

Jesse Susa - Conservation Agronomist 

Tiffanee Tesmer  - Program Assistant 

CONSERVATION 

CORNER 

   

It’s getting to be that time of year again, where farmers start to 

think about what this spring will bring. Planting equipment is 

being gone through for maintenance, but don’t forget to do 

maintenance on your Nutrient Management Plan “NMP”. 

Some of you plan several years out on your rotations, but given 

this last springs “2024” extremely wet start, have fields that 

were either not planted, or crop plans were changed early 

summer. Some may have done pre plant fertilizer applications 

for their planned crop, only to have to switch things up. It is 

very important not to skip accounting for these changes, and 

update them in your NMP. With the past fall and current grain 

markets, it is essential to plan for those grain prices vs. fertiliz-

er prices for your best rate on return. Application of fertilizer 

for yield, is not the way to go about it with these grain market 

prices, but rather to plan applications for putting a penny back 

into your pocket. Every penny saved is a penny earned these 

days. This is where your Crop Advisor, or yourself can utilize 

the importance of an NMP, and accounting for these changes 

with current markets is where the farmer can come out ahead. 

Reminder: NMP’s are due to the office by April 1st, of each 

year. If you cannot make that deadline, you or your Crop      

Advisor are required to contact our department of these      

delays, by or before April 1st, and give us an expected date of 

completion within a reasonable timeframe. We are always  

willing to work with farmers and Crop Advisors, as long as we 

are notified of the delay, but come May 15th whether we have 

been contacted by you or your Crop Advisor we are required to 

send out notices. These notices are considered a second      

reminder to submit your annual NMP.   

Sincerely, Fred Subke Clark County Conservationist. 

No-Till Drill is available again this year. The county rate is 

$75 one time per season spring/fall fee, plus $8 per acre, 

with a minimum charge of $100.  

Sportsman lake area: We are working with WI Wildlife 

Foundation and area clubs, to create a handicap access 

road and wheelchair accessible boardwalk that will be   

located to the south of boat launch road. This access will 

allow folks to approach the far south fishing pier, which has 

the best location for waterfowl viewing along with          

secluded fishing opportunities. 

Pheasants forever project, I am personally working with 

Pheasants & Quail Forever, and Central WI Fur, Fins, & 

Feathers (F3), and other area clubs to create opportunities 

for the youth to have a chance to pursue pheasants, it is in 

the early stages, but our plan is for 1 or 2 youth days. We 

are also working to hopefully plant pheasants for hunting 

this coming fall of 2025 if I can get enough area groups in-

terested in the purchasing of pheasants, which F3 has com-

mitted to a large part of the purchase already,  to be 

turned loose for hunting opportunities around the lake. 

Clark County owns several hundred acres of woods and 

crop fields surrounding the lake. If you or anyone you know 

that is interested in being involved in this program they can 

reach me at. Fred.subke@co.clark.wi.us or by phone 715-

743-5104 or 715-937-2944 

Thank you, Fred Subke Clark County Conservationist 

You or your Crop Advisor may contact us by phone or email: 

Clark County Land Conservation Dept. 

Ph# 715-743-5102  /  FAX# 715-743-5108 

Jesse Susa Clark County Land conservation Agronomist 

Jesse.susa@co.clark.wi.us  /  715-743-5285 

mailto:Jesse.susa@co.clark.wi.us
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The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons 
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, or parental, arrest or conviction 
record or veteran status. 
If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity, or service, please contact the program coordi-
nator at 715-743-5121 as soon as possible (10 days is reasonable) preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion. 
 
La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extension proporciona acción afirmativa e igualdad de oportunidades en educación, programas y empleo, para todas las personas 
calificadas, sin tener en cuenta raza, color, sexo, credo, discapacidad, religión, nacionalidad de origen, ascendencia, edad, orientación sexual, gravidez o pater-
nidad, historial de detención o condena o estado de veterano de guerra. 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Make sure to listen to WCCN and WAXX for any cancellations  

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME 

March 4, 2025 NMP “On the Road Show” Green Grove Town Hall (3/4) 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

March 13, 2025 Manure Applicator Training  Abbotsford City Hall 1:00—3:30 PM 

March 19, 2025 
April 11, 2025 

Clark County PAT training & test 
Thorp Fire Hall (3/19) 

Clark County Courthouse, Neillsville (4/11) 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

March 14, 2025 Virtual NMP Training for Farmers  Online 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

March 15, 2025 Clark County Dairy Promotions Annual Meeting IGYS Bar & Grill, Withee 11:00 AM 

March 27, 2025 Soil Health Meeting CAM Center, Thorp 10:00 AM—2:30 PM 

April 1, 2025 Nutrient Management Plans DUE Clark County Land Conservation N/A 

Melissa Ohlrich Regional Crops & Soils Educator           mohlrich@wisc.edu 
Matthew Lippert Regional Dairy/Livestock Educator     matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 
Heather Schlesser Regional Dairy Educator  heather.schlesser@wisc.edu 
Jeremy Solin Area Extension Director                 jeremy.solin@wisc.edu 
Melissa Kono CNRED Educator                               melissa.kono@wisc.edu 
Crystal Walters Family Relations Educator                      cnwalters@wisc.edu 
Seth Harrmann 4H Program Educator                   seth.harrmann@wisc.edu 
vacant FoodWIse               vacant  
Valerie Wood Administrative Assistant              valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us            
Courtney Becker Program Assistant                      courtney.becker@co.clark.wi.us 

Phone: 715-743-5121 
Fax: 715-743-5129 
https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 


