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If you would like a full copy of the 

Chocolate Dessert Recipes– 

 please contact Val at 715-743-5122 

Growing Stronger, Reaching 

Wider, Caring To Make A 

Difference  

 

HCE Offers Opportunities For: 

• Learning in a social setting. 

• Sharing what we learn. 

• Caring to make a difference in our 

homes, communities, and the world. 

President’s Message  

Happy fall to all.  It has been a very nice fall.  

   We had a very productive fall business meeting.  There 
were 5 extra members other than board and new ideas were 
talked about.  Programs that we would like to see are: air  
fryers again, gluten free cooking, a dietitian discussing     
reading food labels, more cell phone classes,  and baking   
artisan breads.  If you know of anyone who can talk on these 
subjects, please let Joanne Trunkel or myself know.  We 
would like to do some interesting classes.  If any one has   
ideas for HCE day let us know. 

     Also discussed filling our roster.  We need 3 for interna-
tional, board members filled the cultural arts and scholarship 
positions.  The historian Betty Loos would like to step down, 
she has done this for 10 years and wants out.  Also I am     
willing to do one more year and I have been on for at least 11 
years and will be stepping down after next year. Also Joanne 
at the same time.  I would be willing to work with anyone this 
next year. 

     Joanne reported on the state conference meeting.  Of the 
12 cultural arts items that were sent to state , we received 11 
blue and 1 red ribbon.  Also Debbie Gries received a medal-
lion for her watercolor eagle painting.  The shoe boxes that 
were collected, at last minute were not to be taken to state 
conference as the Nicaraguan government won't let the    
containers that were sent earlier be unloaded.  

Nicaraaga Partners from Stevens Point are not sure if they 
will be shipped back at our expense or eventually unload-
ed.  If sent back their warehouse will be full--   Shoe boxes are 
in safe keeping until time to use. 

     I will be waiting to hear if anyone has ideas for classes, HCE 
day or would like a position on our HCE board.  Thank you in 
advance.      

                                               President   Lois Becker 

The Grapevine 
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Meeting Minutes 

Fall Annual Business Meeting 

October 7,2025 

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by President Lois Becker at the Greenwood Area Emergency Services Building in Green-

wood with the Flag Pledge and Creed.  Roll call was taken.  Twelve members were present representing 5 clubs. The Secretary’s 

minutes from 2024 were read and placed on file.   

Lois Becker gave the Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer’s Report with budget was presented.   Received $6,200.88 from Dairy Bar.  

Donna wrote $1,000.00 check to Loyal FCCLA.  Treasurer Deb Gries VOIDED the check that she wrote to FCCLA.  Lois informed us 

that we will be receiving a bill for printing costs (.10¢ a page) going forward.  Lois will get clarification regarding what this will en-

tail. Update subscription cost going up $2.00 per subscription.  The budgeted amount should be fine.  Motion by Mary Kip to ap-

prove treasurer’s report and budget with second by Peggy Buchda, motion carried.   

Joanne Trunkel – VP for Programs & Community Outreach Report:   Presentation on State Conference:  246 attending participants 

from 41 Counties. Joanne attended the “Ask a Question” educational program – topic:  Suicide Prevention. Was a very informative 

presentation.  The speakers were excellent.  Cultural Arts had 335 entries from 37 counties.  Clark County did very well: 11 blue 

ribbons, 1 red ribbon and 1 medallion.  141 items were donated for the silent auction which raised $2,669.00.  The 2026 State Con-

ference will be held in Eau Claire.  There will be a 1-day registration option. 

Peggy Buchda - Bookworm report:  Peggy brought a sample set of books for us to review.  Ordered 400 8-book sets that will be 

distributed throughout the county this year.  Also received 1,050 bonus books to be distributed as needed.  There is an issue with 

the English to Spanish activity sheet translations.  We may or may not get them this year due to budget cuts and short staffing is-

sues. 

Peggy asked for approval from the Board to apply for a grant from the Clark County Community Foundation.  Motion by Joanne 

Trunkel to allow Peggy to apply for the grant, second by Mary Kip. Motion carried.  Peggy received approval from the Board to 

apply for this grant. 

Dairy Bar:  After expenses, the Dairy Bar earned a net profit of $7,200.88. 

HCE Day:  Looking for ideas for our next HCE Day event.  If you have an idea please let Lois know as soon as possible. 

Historian:  HCE started here in 1939. 

Marketing/Membership:   Received an award for Membership Recruitment.  Need to spread the word about HCE. 

International/Citizenship:  The containers that were loaded and sent to Nicaragua have been turned away at the port of entry to 

Nicaragua.  The government will not allow entry.  Working on a solution to this issue.  Clark County received notice right before 

conference regarding this issue and therefore our shoe box donations are not on these containers.  Joanne Trunkel is currently 

storing the shoe box donations until a resolution has been received regarding this situation.    

Scholarship:  Received thank you notes from all of the scholarship recipients.  Committee member positions have been filled for 

next year. 

Unfinished/New Business: 

The following Committee positions are or will be open and we will need volunteers to fill them: 

International/Citizenship – 2/3 people 

Clark County HCE Standing Rules were read by Lois Becker. The updated rules will go into effect January 1, 2026. 

HCE Board positions:  The following positions will be opening Historian and President.  We will need to find members to fill these 

officer positions on the HCE Board.  If you are interested or know someone that may be interested in one of these positions please 

contact Lois Becker.   

Next Board meeting will be November 4, 2025 at the Greenwood Emergency Services Building, starting at 6:00 pm.  We will discuss 

the scholarship application process at this meeting. 

Meeting ended with the Prayer.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:48pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Roberta Hansen, Secretary 
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Club Happenings 

Wisconsin Book Worms 

The Bookworms Project is in full swing with books being distributed to the 4K classrooms in all 12 schools in Clark 
County as well as the Head Start Program in Dorchester.  In addition 9 sets of 5 board books were provided to the 
Head Start program for a classroom serving younger children.  Each 4K student will end up with 7 different books to 
take home for their personal library. An additional set is provided to each classroom. We are very grateful to the 6 
HCE members who volunteer to go into the classrooms to read each book and possibly do a related activity.  This 
year they include Betty Loos, Mary Kipp, Margie Olson, Gloria Hamm, Debbie Perkl and Deb Brey. This year we had 
one book that is for older children so distributed those to 2nd grade classrooms.  Pictured is a 2nd grade class in 
Neillsville who are excited to begin reading the books. 

Hilltop 
The Hilltop HCE had a busy September meeting.  We 
all brought in chocolate items and put together sev-
eral delicious baskets for a benefit for a community 

member. We chose our 2026 officers and began mak-
ing plans for the upcoming months.  Three of our 

members attended the West District meeting on Oc-
tober 6th and found it fun and interesting.  We are 

looking forward to a fun and active year! 

Country Lane 
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