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EXTENSION 

This newsletter is mailed to approximately 1,200 farmers and agriculture businesses in Central Wisconsin at a cost of .90 per newsletter.  County 

budgets are tight and each department has been asked to reduce expenses.  If you would like to view the Extension Views newsletter online versus 

receiving a paper copy please contact the UW-Extension Office at 715-743-5122 / Valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us.  You can view the newsletter on our 

webpage at:  https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/  Thank you for considering this option! 

Contact Us 

Extension Clark County  
517 Court Street, Room 104 

Neillsville, WI  54456 
715-743-5121 

 

Melissa Ohlrich 
Crops & Soils Educator 

mohlrich@wisc.edu 
 

Matthew Lippert 
Dairy and Livestock Educator 

matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 
 

Heather Schlesser 
Dairy Educator 

Heather.schlesser@wisc.edu 

UW-Madison Extension to offer free AMS Field Day for Farmers 

 Robotic Milking Systems: Learn Before You Invest 

Robots can be a valuable, labor‑saving investment on dairy 
farms, but there are important considerations before making 
the leap. One of the best first steps is visiting other farms and 
talking directly with producers about their experiences. 

The University of Wisconsin–Madison Division of Extension 
Dairy  Program has organized an AMS Field Day to give you 
that  opportunity. Participants will tour Heeg Dairy in Colby, WI 
and JTP Dairy in Dorchester, WI on Tuesday, March 17, from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The event offers a chance to see      
robotic milking systems in action and ask questions about  
management, performance, and    return on investment. 

Heeg Brothers Dairy milks roughly 450 cows in a tunnel-
ventilated robotic barn equipped with eight DeLaval units. The 
farm uses a unique “no-feed” approach, providing no            
concentrate feed in the robots.  While the field day will focus 
on the robotic facility, the farm also milks around 1000 cows in 
a parlor and can share valuable  insights into managing both 
systems side by side. 

JTP Farms milks about 475 cows using eight DeLaval robotic 
units in a cross-ventilated barn designed for cow comfort and 
efficiency. Feeding is fully automated with two Lely Vector   
systems.   

During lunch, attendees will hear insights from a recent UW-
Madison research project that JTP Farms participated in, which 
evaluated the effect of robot placement on barn ventilation. 

Registration is required to assist with meal planning and tour         
logistics, ensuring an engaging and well‑organized experience 
for all attendees. 

Registration: https://go.wisc.edu/ams 

For questions contact: 

Heather Schlesser at 715-261-1239 or heather.schlesser@wisc.edu or  

Katelyn Goldsmith at 608-262-3872 or katelyn.goldsmith@wisc.edu 

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/extension-views/
https://go.wisc.edu/ams
https://go.wisc.edu/ams
mailto:heather.schlesser@wisc.edu
mailto:katelyn.goldsmith@wisc.edu
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Boosting pasture performance for 2026 

Melissa Ohlrich 

UW-Extension Regional Crops and Soils Educator for Clark and Marathon Counties 

With harvest season coming to a close, late fall is a good time to reflect on the success and challenges of this growing  

season. If you felt like your pasture underperformed this year, you are probably already thinking of ways to increase 

productivity for next year. What are the options you can consider when hoping to boost the performance of your         

pastures? Partial or full renovation might be on some farmers’ minds, but there could be other options for improvement 

to consider first.  

Thinking about pasture fertility is a good place to start. Grazing systems are unique in the complexity of how nutrients 

flow through them, and fertility should be considered carefully. The general recommendation for pastures is to take a soil 

sample every 3-4 years, and fall is a great time to do that. If pH needs to be adjusted, a fall application allows time for 

lime to work into the soil and take effect. Make sure soil nutrients are applied to appropriate levels, as improper fertility 

can lead to numerous negative effects, such as plants not being able to access other soil nutrients, increased                  

susceptibility to disease, or decreased persistence of legumes in your pasture.  

Heavy weed competition can significantly decrease the productivity of your desirable species. Before this season ends, 

make note of what weed species you encountered this year, their prevalence in the pasture, and whether or not any of 

them are toxic to livestock. If herbicide applications are needed, knowing what is in your pasture will give you a head 

start on treatment plans for next year, as summer annuals are best controlled in the spring while they are still small. In 

many cases, practices like proper grazing management, maintaining soil fertility, and mowing can be enough to keep 

weed pressure minimal.  

Poor pasture performance can be mitigated by emphasizing managed grazing practices. In some cases, simple              

management improvements can boost productivity enough to prevent the need for more costly renovation measures. 

Conditions such as overgrazing and short rest periods cause pasture species to pull energy from root reserves for           

regrowth. This depletes energy reserves enough that plants require longer time periods for regrowth and the conditions 

become more favorable for undesirable species. Over time, the undesirable species will become more prevalent, and the 

pasture yield and quality will decline. Making sure that plants are grazed to appropriate residual heights (4” minimum 

recommended) and proper rotations are being utilized (30 days of rest recommended) will go a long way in maintaining 

pasture productivity. 

If management isn’t enough to boost productivity, or the species composition of your pasture has become undesirable, 
then renovation may be warranted. Depending on the approach being used, renovations can take time and                     
additional  steps for allowing new species to establish themselves. Where a full renovation that requires complete        
replanting of a pasture is needed, pastures won’t be productive during this time, and considerations will need to be made 
for alternative feed sources to supplement this. Sometimes including a nurse- or companion-crop can make this pasture 
grazable sooner. Nurse or companion crops also can help with weed control during establishment. Because of some of 
these tradeoffs, farmers will need to weigh the costs of renovation carefully when deciding what is the most economical 
choice for their pasture. 
 
When pastures underperform, it is important for farmers to assess their grazing management, soil fertility, and pasture 
forage composition. These factors have the potential to boost pasture performance in the coming growing seasons. 
When renovations are needed, planning ahead is crucial. Time, money, and resources will need to be considered when 
weighing your options for improving pasture performance so that you can make the decision that works best for your                  
operation.  
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Matt Lippert Wisconsin Regional Dairy Educator in Marathon, 

Clark and Wood Counties  

 

Factors such as forage dry matter, ash, and fat can get in 

the way of proper fermentation in both the silo and the 

rumen. 

Growing a high yielding, highly digestible forage may make 

the storage and preservation aspects of quality forage     

production more challenging. As an example, when making 

dry hay; higher yields mean heavier windrows and often  

wetter, more succulent grass or legume, which is much 

more difficult to dry the hay enough to be at the proper 

storage moisture.  Hay that is not dry enough can combust, 

starting fires, or is prone to mold, an obvious anti-quality 

factor. This difficulty of drying is the reason for the           

popularity of haylage, however even high yielding haylage 

crops can also be difficult to get to the correct moisture. 

Spreading out windrows, tedding, crimping, are all         

techniques to speed up forage dry down, to get hay in a 

day.  Besides getting the crop in before the next rainstorm, 

speeding dry down reduces plant respiration which         

metabolizes plant sugars, some of the most digestible     

components of the forage.  Time of day of cutting, length of 

daylight, daytime and nighttime temperatures all influence 

the amount of sugar in the forage and how rapidly it is    

consumed by respiration. 

Although loss of sugars directly relates to a drop in forage 

digestibility some silages can be so high in sugars that      

excess sugar remains after pH has dropped and                

fermentation is completed.  High sugar silages will be      

particularly prone to secondary fermentation at feed out 

and heating in the manger. Various factors affect the pH 

level obtained when fermentation is completed.  Alfalfa is 

high in minerals such as calcium that have a buffering effect 

causing the haylage to reduce drop in pH during                

fermentation.  Silo bacteria consume sugars and other    

highly digestible components, converting them to volatile 

fatty acids, there may not be enough highly fermentable 

components remaining in a highly buffered forage like     

alfalfa to allow the fermentation to proceed further to a 

lower pH. 

Fats have been increasingly incorporated into dairy cattle 

diets mainly to fill in the energy gap for high producing 

cows to reduce the loss of body condition and to help       

 sustain peak milk production longer.  We usually think of 

adding supplemental fats to the ration but fats and oils in 

the forage portion of the diet can be an important          

contributor to the amount and type of fat in the ration.  

Since forages generally are helpful for keeping rations   

economical, but added fats are expensive, increasing fat in 

the forage must be looked at to keep ration costs down 

while increasing energy.   

Higher oil forages can be obtained by making corn silage 

from corn bred to be higher in oil. Forage made from 

whole plant silages of oilseed crops such as soybean silage 

is another example of a higher fat forage. There are       

limitations to feeding high oil forages.  The corn plant has 

become such a major contributor to the modern dairy  

diet, providing the largest forage fraction, the main or only 

grain contributor, and one of the most common sources of 

byproduct feed such as distiller’s grain and corn gluten 

feed.  Even though it is a highly suitable feed, the heavy 

reliance on corn shows up in poor  amino acid balance, 

excessive starch in the diet, and the fatty acid profile of 

the diet may be imbalanced when too much of the diet 

comes from one crop, even as different feed ingredients.  

Plant oils are somewhat toxic to rumen bacteria.  This is 

also true of the plant oils in forages.  Following a meal    

including readily available high oil feeds such as extruded 

oil seeds, rumen microbe populations can drop               

precipitously.  One result of this will be a large drop in 

butterfat test of cows fed these diets.   Particle size has 

been used with cottonseed and whole roasted soybeans to 

slow the release of the oils to create a slower more stable 

release of the fats resulting in more stable rumen           

microbial populations.  Distiller’s grain, although relatively 

low in oil, seems to be associated with butterfat              

depression because of the type of oil and how readily 

available it is. There are lower oil distiller’s grain options 

available.  

Rumen bacteria use biohydrogenation to convert            

unsaturated fats to saturated fats, one major cause of   

animal fats tending to be more saturated than plant oils. A 

study by Saylor et al 2021 found that the same effect 

doesn’t necessarily happen in the fermentation in the silo.  

While total fatty acid level had minimal change from fresh 

feed to 240 days of storage, possibly because bacteria 

tend not to actively work on fats, the level of some         

Growing a High Yielding High Quality Forage, Presents Challenges in Fermentation and Storage 
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Upcoming events will be posted on our 
website  

https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 
 and Facebook page  

https://www.facebook.com/
ExtensionClarkCounty 

Watch for news releases in local papers 
and on the radio  promoting events  

unsaturated fats, linoleic and linolenic actually increased 

during fermentation . 

 
Table 1. Concentration of fatty acids in corn silage stored for 

different periods. 

A meta-analysis found that incorporating high oil corn       

hybrids into the dairy ration did not have the intended effect 

of improving performance, while increased fat in the diet was 

accomplished, milk yield was not significantly different but 

butterfat test and yield was strongly depressed. and no 

difference in total protein yield was detected either. 

Even if the fat or oil in a high oil forage were not toxic to   

rumen bacteria, it would not be a major source of substrate 

for rumen bacteria.  Rumen bacteria thrive on highly          

digestible carbohydrates such as starch, sugars and pectin. 

Today we know that success of rumen microbes drives milk  

production of the dairy cow.  These microbes provide the 

largest amount of high-quality protein that sustains high 

levels of milk production.  At times rumen microbes are 

considered a problem, breaking down nutrients we would 

prefer to bypass the rumen and arrive intact in the intes-

tine. Rumen microbes combine carbon-based       com-

pounds with nitrogen components to create high    quality 

proteins.  Oils in forages typically will not be       beneficial 

for rumen microbes and are not delivered to the rumen as 

the most desirable fatty acids for milk and butterfat pro-

duction. There are other examples of       seemingly insig-

nificant dietary factors that have large    negative impacts 

on rumen function.  For example forages are routinely 

tested for ash, elevated ash levels are         associated with 

soil from the field accidentally harvested during harvest 

operations, and high ash levels make       fermentation in 

the silo and in the rumen more difficult.  We should not 

minimize the potential negative impact of components in a 

forage that while not toxic, do not        contribute to a dy-

namic thriving rumen microbe            community. 

All that said, we know relatively little specifically about 

how fats in forages ferment in the silo, or in the rumen, 

but we have an increasingly abundant knowledge about 

what fats in general do in the total diet and would not   

expect them to behave significantly differently for  fats 

specifically  from forage sources. 

The right fatty acids, the most digestible NDF, and sugars 

are among the current darlings of nutritionists to get our 

modern dairy herds to produce the amount of high       

component milk we see produced today.  However high 

yields do make several factors including the correct        

harvest moisture more challenging.  The same can be said 

for higher levels of sugars and oils.   

Manure Hauler 101 

Training 

 

Date:TBD 

Watch for updates by 

mail and on facebook 

and website. 
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"Ewe Got This" Lambing Basics Workshop  

hosted by UW-Madison Division of Extension in Marathon and Clark Counties.  

Details:  

Date: Friday, March 27, 2026 

Location: 164475 Granite Rd.                                       

      Wausau, WI 54403   

Time: 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM 

Cost: $20/person 

Registration Deadline: 

Registration must be received by March 13th  

Agenda:  

8:30 AM: Registration 

8:50 AM: Welcome 

9:00 AM: Biosecurity: Start with Small Steps 

9:30 AM: What's in Your Lambing Kit 

10:00 AM: Lambing Time Nutrition 

11:00 AM: Ewe and Lamb Health  

12:00 PM: Lunch and Networking  

1:00 PM: Rotations (Lambing simulator, Lamb Processing, 

Phases of Labor Video Series, Record keeping and apps)  

5:00 PM: Q&A and Evaluation  

Please feel free to contact Heather Schlesser at 

heather.schlesser@wisc.edu or by calling                

715-261-1239 if any questions arise.  
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Fred Subke, CCA—Land Conservationist  

Hunter Lemler, CCA—Engineering Technician 

Jesse Susa - Conservation Agronomist 

Tiffanee Tesmer  - Program Assistant 

CONSERVATION 

CORNER 

Tiffanee (715) 743-5102   Fred (715) 743-5104 Hunter (715) 743-5103  Jesse (715) 743-5285 

The winter months are a great time to catch up on paperwork, plan for the next year, and attend training courses that 
can improve the way you run your farm/business.  

If you write your own Nutrient Management Plan (NMP) or want to learn how to write your own plan, now is the time to 
get signed up for those classes. Both the online SnapPlus classes and the handwritten planning classes are listed in this 
newsletter. If you don’t know which one suits you best, give us a call. Signing up for the online classes has a cost on the 
front end, but there are reimbursements for both the class and the soil sampling for completing the class and turning in 
an NMP. For Clark County residents, these plans are due to the Clark County Land Conservation Department by April 
1st. For residents of other counties, check with you Counties Land Conservation Department for the due dates and how 
to get reimbursement. Nutrient Management Plans need to be turned in every spring. NMP writing recertification and 
soil sampling needs to happen every 4 years. This is so you stay current on information and properly adjust your NMP to 
reflect actual soil health values rather than calculated values.  

You may have heard rumbling of a new version of SnapPlus. The transition to SnapPlus v.3 will be a slow transition over 
a couple years. You will not be mandated to switch immediately.  

Other programs and services through the Clark County Land Conservation Department: 

 Manure Storage Closures  
 Manure Storage Permitting  
 Well Decommissioning  
 Grassed Waterways  
 Stream crossings  
 Wetland ponds/restorations  
 Streambank restoration  
 Barnyard Runoff  
 Farmland Preservation Program  
 Soil Erosion  
 NMP training/assistance  
 Ground/surface water protection  
 Cover Cropping cost sharing and assistance  
 SWRM Grants  
 Cost Share Funding  

Happyu Holidays  

From  

Clark County Land Conservation 
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Dear Farmer, 

Thank you for your interest in learning more about the cost of raising heifers. This UW–Madison Division of Extension survey 
collects real farm data to better understand the true cost of raising replacements and support informed decision-making. Your 
participation strengthens statewide benchmarks and helps build an accurate economic picture that benefits individual farms 
and the broader dairy community. 

The questionnaire takes about 20 minutes to complete, and I am happy to meet on-farm to walk through it with you. Once 
submitted, you will receive an analysis of your average cost per animal. After the initial data collection period (estimated April 
1), you will also receive a summary showing how your farm compares with other Wisconsin and Midwest operations—useful 
information for evaluating labor, nutrition, facilities, culling, custom-raising decisions, and overall replacement strategy. 

Your participation also helps Extension develop stronger, data-driven tools and benchmarks for producers statewide. 

Information to gather before we meet: 

• Labor costs (owner and employees) 

• Death loss percentages 

• Feed costs 

• Bedding costs 

• Veterinary costs 

• Health product costs 

• Fuel and electricity 

• Housing costs 

• Equipment costs 

• Custom-raising costs (if applicable) 

If you would like to schedule a time to complete the sur-
vey together, please let me know—I’m happy to help. 

Heather Schlesser at 715-261-1239 or 
heather.schlesser@wisc.edu  

mailto:heather.schlesser@wisc.edu


 

Page 12 

The University of Wisconsin Extension provides affirmative action and equal opportunity in education, programming and employment for all qualified persons 
regardless of race, color, gender/sex, creed, disability, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, sexual orientation, pregnancy, or parental, arrest or conviction 
record or veteran status. 
If you need an interpreter, materials in alternate formats or other accommodations to access this program, activity, or service, please contact the program coordi-
nator at 715-743-5121 as soon as possible (10 days is reasonable) preceding the scheduled event so that proper arrangements can be made in a timely fashion. 
 
La Universidad de Wisconsin-Extension proporciona acción afirmativa e igualdad de oportunidades en educación, programas y empleo, para todas las personas 
calificadas, sin tener en cuenta raza, color, sexo, credo, discapacidad, religión, nacionalidad de origen, ascendencia, edad, orientación sexual, gravidez o pater-
nidad, historial de detención o condena o estado de veterano de guerra. 

Upcoming Meetings/Events 

Make sure to listen to WCCN and WAXX for any cancellations  

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME 

February 11 Save a Calf, Save a Cow—Dairy Workshop 
Education Center 

624 East College St. Medford, WI 54451 
9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 

February 12  CAFO Chippewa Falls TBD 

February 26, 2026 Marathon County PAT training & testing 
Lake View Conference Center 

 Wausau 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

February 4, 2026 
April 14, 2026 

Clark County PAT training & test 
See page 6 for additional local dates and locations 

Abbotsford City Hall (2/4) 
Clark County Courthouse, Neillsville (4/14) 

8:30 AM - 3:00 PM 

February 24, 2026 
February 25, 2026 

NMP “On the Road Show” 
Hixon Town Hall (2/24) 

Green Grove Town Hall (2/25) 
9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

March 17, 2026 Robotic Milking System Field Day Colby and Dorchester area 10:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Marh 24, 2026 Heifers—The Next Generation 
Abbotsford City Hall 

203 N. 1st St., Abbotsford, WI 
9:30 AM - 2:15 PM 

March 27, 2026 “Ewe Got This” Lambing Workshop 
164475 Granite Rd.                                       
Wausau, WI 54403   

8:30 AM—5:00 PM 

Melissa Ohlrich Regional Crops & Soils Educator           mohlrich@wisc.edu 
Matthew Lippert Regional Dairy/Livestock Educator     matthew.lippert@wisc.edu 
Heather Schlesser Regional Dairy Educator  heather.schlesser@wisc.edu 
Jeremy Solin Area Extension Director                 jeremy.solin@wisc.edu 
Melissa Kono CNRED Educator                               melissa.kono@wisc.edu 
Crystal Walters Family Relations Educator                      cnwalters@wisc.edu 
Seth Harrmann 4H Program Educator                   seth.harrmann@wisc.edu 
vacant FoodWIse               vacant  
Valerie Wood Administrative Assistant              valerie.wood@co.clark.wi.us            
Courtney Becker Program Assistant                      courtney.becker@co.clark.wi.us 

Phone: 715-743-5121 
Fax: 715-743-5129 
https://clark.extension.wisc.edu/ 

WISCONSIN 
BEEF QUALITY  
ASSURANCE 

CERTIFICATION 
In-Person Training 


