Clark County Livestock Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, October 1, 2025

Attendees:  Mindy Lockhart, Christine Garbisch, John Galen, Jeff Schultz, Metthew Stiemann, Grant Koski, Brittney Lowry, Denny Jakobi, Candy Turnquist, Tatym Travis, Liv Lucas, Sheri Jacque, Katie Ciolkosz, Jeff Elmhorst, Kristine Boon, Tom Meyer, Melvin Abel, Chris North, Allen Krause, Caroline Walter, Wendell Attoe, Cindy Kolzow, Molly & Mitch Hemann, Alexis Brecht, Brooklynn Plaskey, Eli Plaskey

The Clark County Livestock committee meeting was called to order at 8:10 p.m. by president, Grant Koski, on October 1, 2025 at the Loyal City Hall.

The secretary’s minutes were distributed and read.  Chris North moved to approve the minutes, and Brittany Lowry seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Cindy Kolzow discussed the treasurer’s report.  Current checkbook balance is $9742.26.  The general fund has $37,133.62; the building maintenance fund is $(30,363.55) and the kids rodeo fund has $2972.19.  As of the meeting, the 2025 commission from the livestock sale has not been received.  Mindy Lockhart moved to accept the treasurer’s report and Brittany Lowry seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Beef report – Wendell Attoe stated the beef weigh-in will be January 24th from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Oberholtzer’s in Loyal.  Snow date will be January 31st.  Fair weigh-in will be 8/4 from 3 – 8 p.m.  The committee is hoping to have two educational sessions: one in February on nutrition and one early June on fitting and showing.  In addition, trailer parking was an issue.  The committee is also looking at providing 3 tents for fitting animals.  The beef shows will start at 8 a.m. on Thursday and Sunday of fair week.

Sheep report – Tom Meyer shared the sheep weigh-in will be May 9th from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Tom Meyer farm in Unity.  Fair weigh-in will be 8/5 from 12 – 2 p.m. and the sheep show on 8/6 in the dairy arena starting at 12:30 p.m.  Sheep educational session is tentatively scheduled for 4/6 at 7 p.m. at the Loyal High school focusing on lamb selection.

The committee is looking to sponsor a Little Shephard show at the fair for those young kids wanting to show a lamb.  More details to come.  

Lamb rule updates include deleting the lines 4b about the COOL forms and 9b about grading prime or choice.

Swine report – Grant Koski reported the tag pick up for hogs will be on March 11 from 7 – 7:30 p.m. at the Loyal City Hall or by contacting a swine committee member.  All swine paperwork and pictures will be due on Saturday, April 11 from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. at the Loyal City Hall.  Fair weigh-in will be 8/4 from 12 p.m. – 3 p.m. and the swine show will be 8/5 at 9 a.m.  The committee is tentatively hosting an educational session in early June.

Goat report – Mindy Lockhart stated the goat spring and fair weigh-ins will take place in conjunction with the sheep weigh-in.  All male goats must have bands in place prior to weigh-in.  The goat show will be on Thursday of fair week starting at 8 a.m. in the dairy arena.  The goat committee is asking for the goat barn to have concrete in it.  This will be taken to the fair board.

Rabbit report – Molly Hemann stated the weigh-in will be June 27 from 11 – 12 p.m. possibly at the Loyal City Hall.  Fair weigh-in will be on 8/5, Wednesday, 11- 12 p.m.  The rabbit show will be on Saturday, 8/8 at 8 a.m.

Poultry report- Matthew Stieman shared the hatch dates for the Cornish Rock will be 5/30 – 6/14.  Slow growth breeds will be 5/3 – 5/17.  Exhibitors are to contact Matthew for weigh-in information.  Fair weigh-in will be on 8/5.  The poultry show will be Friday, 8/7 at 8 a.m.

Scholarships – This past year four $1000 scholarships were awarded.  No changes will be made in the program.  Applications will be due by March 1 of 2026.

Educational Sessions – YQCA in person sessions sponsored by the livestock committee will be 12/29 at 12:30 in conjunction with Discovery Day and then another one in April or May of 2026.  Mid-State will also be hosting a YQCA class on 12/3.  

Livestock Barn Improvements – 
Barn space was discussed.  At this time there will be no changes in where species are housed at the fair.  Limits on the number of animals an exhibitor may take to the fair may be limited depending upon space.

Arena in the livestock was 8 feet narrower than other years.  Feedback from the swine and beef exhibitors shared the size was okay.

Pens & Stalling – Discussion held on the new stalling for the beef and additional pens for the swine arena.  Ten 4 x8 ft. show ring pens were purchased with the ability to split them in half.  The new stalling for the beef worked well.  The sheep committee would like to purchase additional pens that would go with current swine/sheep pens to replace the green pens.  Tom Meyer received a quote for an additional 20 powdered coated pens for $7492.00.  Tom will also obtain a price quote for a height of 48 inches as the goats are asking for new pens as well.  They will need approximately 28 pens.  Tom Meyer moved to purchase an additional 20 pens for the sheep barn for approximately $7500.  Mitchell Hemann seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  As far as the goat pens, the committee may move forward with fundraising, Grant Koski will speak with Curtiss Lindner about the plan, and it was advised to speak with the fair board on what their assistance would be.  Plan to re-discuss goat pens at the March meeting.  The beef committee stated they needed three additional 8-foot frames and panels for the beef at the cost of approximately $1000.  Mitchell Hemann moved to purchase the additional frames and Denny Jakobi seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

Pen/Stall set up and take down – Set up for all large animal species will be on Wednesday, July 29th at 6 p.m.  Take down for sheep & goats will be on Sunday night after all the lambs and goats are gone.  Swine & beef will take down on Monday, 8/10 at 6 p.m.

Livestock social – No changes to process.  

Livestock Sale Feedback
 – Suggested to update bidder slip/buyer slips with information on what processors will take goats. 
-Suggested that announcer consistently announce if the animal is in the carcass show.  Exec. Committee will follow up with announcer.
- Some buyers did not get their first choice of meat processor due to the carcass show animals filling the slots.  Exec. Committee will follow up with those buyers.
- Concerns with the bank not starting soon enough to register bidders as the sale started a few minutes late.  Some of this had to do with the weather conditions of downpouring rain. Cindy will follow up with the bank.
- Received feedback that some bidders were unable to have a seat for the sale.   Discussion ensued with no decisions made.
- Concerns about being able to see sheep and swine during sale.  Will continue to look for a live projector option.

Sound system – Improvements were made in the sound system and trying to connect into the building sound system.  Recommend bringing the auctioneer earlier to check sound.

Sale time will remain at 2 p.m. despite Marathon county’s sale being on the same day.

Meat Processors – Much discussion held on the availability of meat processors, especially with Clark and Marathon counties having their fairs the same week.  Exec. Committee will work with local processors on options.

Market sale photos – no changes

Supreme Showmanship contest – It was suggested to add a breeding stock question to the written exam.

Basket raffle monies – This year the basket raffle at the fair grossed $2701.00.  It was decided to earmark the monies towards the goat pens.

Carcass Show – Carcass show had over 175 people come through that night.  The judging process went better this year.  Thanks to Nick Stieglitz, Sierra Bakke, and Cindy Kolzow for assisting the judge.  Thanks to Abbybank for supplying the copies of the results for the educational sessions.  Need to remind Pinter’s of the date and time of the carcass show and when the judge is coming.

Livestock Banquet – Overall, banquet went well.  Thanks to Pumpkins Etc. and Loyal Oil Company for donating the pork and lamb.  There was no meat left.  Buyers were recognized for the number of years of buying animals.  Cindy is looking for anyone who is interested in taking over the coordination of the banquet food.

Animal Area Science Days – Clark County will be hosting the event in 2026.  Seth is looking for volunteers to be on the steering committee.  The first meeting will be November 3 at 7 p.m. at the Loyal City Hall.  We are responsible for bringing in the animals: dairy, beef, swine, sheep, and goats; providing a light lunch, set-up and tear down, and running the photography contest.

Kids Rodeo – The rodeo had 80 riders on sheep or steers.  There were no accidents.  Help was great!! Wendell is looking for a clown act.  Feedback from the fair board and their insurance was that the fair insurance covers the Kids Rodeo event.

Election of officer for executive board  - Wendell Attoe’s term is up.  There is an open seat from either the beef, poultry, rabbit or goat committee.  Jeff Schultz motioned to open the floor for nominations.  Mitchell Heman seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  Wendell Attoe was nominated.  Denny Jakobi moved to close nominations and cast an unanimous ballot for Wendell.  Jeff Schultz seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Adjournment – Denny Jakobi moved adjourn the meeting at 9:55 p.m. and Mitchell seconded the motion.  Motion carried and the meeting was adjourned.

Minutes submitted by,


Cindy Kolzow
Livestock Committee Secretary

Addendum:  The executive committee met after the meeting and officers will be:  president - Grant Koski, vice president – Wendell Attoe, and secretary/treasurer – Cindy Kolzow.
