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Grapevine 

Happy  St Patrick's day and happy 1st day of spring.  Hopefully 
we don't get many snow storms now, and if we do it will melt 
quickly. 

There were 15 in the sourdough class.   We learned many 
things and sampled delicious treats. 

HCE Day Spring Fling will be April 18 with registration at 9:30 
and entries for the cultural show.  The program will begin at 
10.00  There will be a musical selection by the Neillsville Show 
choir around 11.  Please help with the community project of 
collecting items for Birthday Kits for local food pantries.  Items 
are cake mix, canned frosting, birthday candles, small paper 
plates or cash donations for supplies to complete the kits.  
Good luck to those entering the cultural arts contest. 

Reminder to get news out about our scholarships.  We give 4 
$750.00 ones to students who have completed one year of 
higher education, have 24 credits by June 1st and a 3.0GPA or 
better. 
                                        President  Lois Becker 
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Growing Stronger, 
Reaching Wider, 
Caring to Make a 
Difference 

HCE Offers Opportunities For: 

• Learning in a social 
setting 

• Sharing what we learn 

• Caring to make a 
difference in our homes, 
communities, and the 
world 
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HCE Executive Board Meeting Minutes      March 3, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm at the Greenwood Fire Hall by President Lois Becker with the Flag 
Pledge and the Homemakers Creed.  Members present were:  Lois Becker-President, Joanne Trunkel-VP for 
Program & Community Outreach, Mary Kip Marketing/Membership/Historian, Roberta Hansen-Secretary, Peggy 
Buchda-Bookworm and Deb Gries-Treasurer by phone. 

The Secretary minutes from February 3, 2026 meeting were read and placed on file.  The Treasurer’s report was 
read and placed on file. 

Director Reports: 
Vice President for Family and Community Outreach: Registration is full for the Sourdough Bread Project Lesson. 
80 books were donated to the Colby Community Library Make-A-Difference Day. This project brings a free book 
vending machine to Children’s Hospital Pediatric Urgent Care and Emergency Waiting Area at 
Sandford-Marshfield Clinic. 

Dairy Bar:  None. 

Bookworm:  Celebrating 1 millionth book milestone.  They are introducing a new female character to bookworm. 
A contest is underway to name this new character.  You can submit an idea for the name by April 1st. 

HCE Day Event: HCE Spring Fling at Posey Patch, April 18, 2026 with 9:30am registration and program starting at 
10:00am. Will be serving sandwiches, soup, fruit cups. Peggy Buchda has lined up the Neillsville Show Choir to 
provide some entertainment.  We will donate $100.00 to the Choir for the performance.  Boxes will be set up for 
the Birthday Cake Kits: the following items are needed for the kits: cake mixes, frosting, birthday candles, and 
party plates or a monetary donation can be made for supplies to be purchased to complete the kits.  Posters 
were handed out for distribution around the County. 5 - $10.00 Posey Patch gift certificates will be given away at 
the Spring Fling. 
Committee Reports: 

Historian: Will bring book to HCE Spring Fling for everyone to review. 

Marketing: Will put article regarding the HCE book donation in the paper.  

Cultural Arts:  Have selected the judges for Cultural Arts judging. A $25.00 donation will be given to each judge. 

International/Citizenship:  Will be collecting items at HCE Spring Fling. 

Scholarship: Advertising will be put in the papers and posters will be distributed throughout the County letting 
everyone know about the scholarships.  

Continued Business/New Business: 
West District Meeting will be April 13, 2026 in Strum. 

Next HCE Board Meeting will be May 5, 2026, 6:00pm at the Greenwood Fire Hall. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00pm with the Homemakers Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roberta Hansen, Secretary 



Club Happenings 
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Hilltop homemakers did a "guess 
who" night. Members brought in 
young photos of themselves and 
we guessed whose who. Then 
when we got the right member 
we would tell a little about their 
childhood like where they were 
born, where they grew up and 
what they have for siblings. We 
laughed and had a good time and 
learned a little too! 

CLARK COUNTY HCE DONATES BOOKS TO  COLBY COMMUNITY LIBRARY FOR THE 
MARSHFIELD CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL PEDIATRIC URGENT CARE WAITING AREA 

Clark County Home and Community Education recently donated 80 books 

to the Colby Library. The Library and the Altrusa International of Marshfield club members are 
joining forces to bring a free book vending machine to the Marshfield Children's Hospital Pediatric 
Urgent Care and Emergency Waiting Area. Children who are patients or youth who are waiting with 

another family member will receive a token to use in the machine to select a free book of their 
choice.  The Colby Community Library is hoping to stock the first set of books for the machine-250 

new children's books for ages 18 months through 2 years-when the machine is obtained. 



HCE Wisconsin Bookworms invites HCE members and Head Start 
programs to help name our new Bookworm as we celebrate 
having read one million books to Wisconsin children since 1998. 
Our Bookworm Wiggly is being joined by a new friend. Please 
help name the girl Bookworm. 

My suggested name for the girl Bookworm is: 

My name: 
My address: 

The winning name will be announced at the September HCE 
Conference. 

Please send entries by April 1, 2026 
Send to: 
Jean Brew, Chair, Wisconsin Bookworms 
S120 County Road A 
Wisconsin Dells, WI 53965 

Cut here and send bottom half in for entry 
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Upcoming Events 
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